
CLALLAM COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
MINUTES of July q 2OLs

MEETING OF THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION - Poft Angeles
Chair Norma Turner called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m., Monday, July 6. Also present were
Commissíoners Nola Judd, Ken Hays, Ron Bell, Sue Forde, Ted Miller, Steve Burke, Selinda Barkhuis,
Glenn Wiggins, Connie Beauvais, Barbara Christensen, Rod Fleck, Mike Dohefi, and Don Corson.
Maggie Roth is excused.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
ACTION TAKEN: Wiggins moved to approve, Miller seconded; Hays and Barkhuis abstained,
motion carried

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION TAKEN: Fleck moved to adopt the agenda as presented, Beauvais seconded, motion
carried

CORRESPONDENCE
. Clerk acknowledged:

o Email from Stephanie Noblín with link to YouTube video of June 29 meeting
o Email from Deborah Maftin indicating that she never received the questionnaire and suggests

the Chafter review not be any more frequent than eight years and possibly ten
o Email from Ted Miller with proposed ballot language for electing County Commissioners by

District
o Letter from Jack Glaubert suppofting that no elected officials serve on the Charter Review

Commission, changing "cooperation" to "coordination" at Section 1.20, changing Charter
review to four years, electing County Commissioners by District in the general election,
retaining the three-Commissioner format, and the recommendation of the Commission to
move forward to the Board of Commissioners a request to establish a County Trust Lands
Advisory Committee

o Executive Committee report

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT
¡ Turner summarized the attached Executive Committee report dated June 30 and explained the

date is July 6 not 9.

PUBLIC COMMENT
o Sylvia Hancock, 100 Jamestown Beach Lane, Sequim, indicates she spoke at the Forks hearing

about an appointed Department of Community Development (DCD) Director. She asked the
Commission to read the investigation on the prior Director and submitted the attached article from
the February 16,2014 edition of the Peninsula Daily News. She points out when an elected
Director was first proposed in 1983, it was resoundingly rejected and yet passed in 2002 and 2007
before the major investigation and the problems inherent in an elected Director came into view.

. Nancy Esteb, P.O. Box 490, Carlsborg, spoke in support of retaining an eight-year review cycle for
the Charter, electing Commissioners countywide, retaining three Commissioners, and an appointed
DCD Director.

¡ Mickie Vale, 1454 South Bagley Creek Road, Port Angeles, spoke in support of retaining an eight-
year review cycle, an appointed DCD Director, retaining three Commissioners elected by District in
the primary and coun$wide in the general, and that a person's employment shouldn't disqualify
them from serving on the Charter Review Commission (CRC).

r Janet Max, 112 Lockerbie Place, Port Angeles, spoke in favor of five Commissioners and an
appointed DCD Director.
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¡ Ed Bowen, P.O. Box 111, Clallam Bay, supports the recommendation of the Commission to fon¡rard
a request to the Board of Commissioners for a Trust Lands Advisory Committee. He feels it needs

to go now and not later. He asked that as the Commission discusses issues for the ballot, he

would like to hear the logic behind it.
¡ Dale Wilson, P.O. Box 817, Port Angeles, spoke in support of a grand jury and five Commissioners

elected by District.

FTNANCIAT REPORT
o Christensen reports expenditures to date are $5,595 leaving a remaining balance of $4,405.

QUESTIONNAIRE UPDATE
. Turner reports all the questionnaires have been tallied using SurveyMonkey@. See attached. She

also provided the attached spreadsheet showing the percentages of those who responded to the
questionnaire on the web and the ones that were signed and unsigned.

LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT
¡ Prosecuting Attorney Nichols distributed the attached reports for the issues being discussed below:

o Definition of County - Brief answer is that it likely refers to the organization's political

administration by and through its elected officials and department heads.

o Election of Commissioners by District including Yakima decision - It has no impact on the
Charter because it relates to discrimination by race or creed; the Auditor does not maintain
demographics.

o Grand Jury - He indicates he read through the document provided by Justice Restoration
Clallam County. He notes the proposed citizen grand jury would likely violate the State
Constitution citing Article 1, Section 25; Article 11, Section 4; and Article 11, Section 11; and

RCWs 10.37.015 and L0.27.

RECOMMENDATION TO BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGARDING
RECONVEYANCE OF PUBLIC TRUST LANDS
o Beauvais reported she received the YouTube video of the May 4 meeting when the Commission

discussed Forest Board Trust Lands in Clallam County and voted to adopt the committee's
recommendation and send it on to the County Commissioners.

r Doherty raised an issue of a potential conflict of interest of a Charter Review Commission member.
o Bell called for the question.
ACTION TAKEN: The Commission voted to continue discussion
ACTION TAKEN: Beauvais moved to send the memorandum to the Board of Commissioners,
Judd seconded, motion carried

Commissioners recessed at 7:58 p.m. and reconvened at 8:06 p.m.

pRoPosE D CHANG ES TO CHARTE R/ DISCUSSTON /VOTI NG
o Christensen noted the eight topics from the questionnaire:

o What number of County Commissioners would best represent Clallam County citizens?

ACTION TAKEN: Hays moved to increase Commissioners to five in five districts, Miller
seconded, motion failed on a vote of 5 to 9

o Should County Commissioners be elected by District in the General Election?

ACTION TAKEN: Miller moved to elect Commissioners by District, Hays seconded, motion
carried on a vote of 1O to 4
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o Should the Charter be changed to elect the Home Rule Charter every four years instead of the
current eight years?

ACTION TAKEN: Miller moved to change ChaÊer review from eight years to 4 years,
Beauvais seconded, motion failed on a vote of 6 to 8

o Should elected CounÇ Officials, County Administrator, or Charter exempt employees be

allowed to serue as a member of the Charter Review Commission?
o Should initiatives and referendums be allowed to move to the ballot process without passing

through the County Commissioners?
ACTION TAKEN: Burke moved to move initiatives and referendums directly to the ballot,
Forde seconded, motion carried on a vote of 1O to 4

o Should the Chafter allow 120 days, rather than 90 days, to gather petition signatures for
initiatives and referendums?

ACTION TAKEN: Fleck moved to folward to the ballot that 120 days rather than 90 is
allowed to collect petition signatures, Forde seconded, motion carried on a vote of 13 to 1

o Should the Charter be amended to appoint the Director of the Department of Community
Development by the County Commissioners?

o Shall a mechanísm be created which would allow the community to investigate and
independently determine whether a Clallam County public official has disobeyed or ignored
the law?

. The following additional topics were added for discussion:
o Require all tax increases be voter approved
o Require major land use ordinances be voter approved
o Eliminate position of County Administrator
o Collective bargaining be open to the public; no closed shop
o Substitute coordination for cooperation in Article 1.20
o Add to Section I prohibit surueillance of citizens and private property without a search warrant
o Create department of Finance, eliminate Treasurer and Auditor
o Should Section 1.30 be changed to read, "when interpreting the Charter and its application,

the County and its officíals will ensure that any interpretation, unless prohibited by law,
affords the County those powers granted to Charter counties by the State of Washington" and

delete the rest of the first sentence
o Create section titled Executive Department
o Add definition of County
o Define duties of Administrator
o Replace last section of Afticle 7.50 to include "states no pafi preference"
o Establish appeal process for suspended employee either utilizing personnel policy or having a

public hearing before the Board of Commissioners
o Charter Review Commission term for one year beginning January 1 with the first meeting to

be held within 2 weeks
ACTION TAKEN: Forde moved to amend the ChaÉer to staft the term of the Commission on
January I and end December 31 with the first meeting occurring within two-weeks, Fleck
seconded, motion carried unanimously

o Create a new subsectíon titled Board of Commissioners review of Charter Review Commission
recommendations

PUBLIC COMMENT
¡ Dale Wilson, P.O. Box 817, Port Angeles, notes he heard the Prosecuting Attorney say that a grand

jury would be against the law; he believes it stands alone and is not illegal.
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o Ed Bowen, P.O. Box 111, Clallam Bay, suggested that the definition of "County" disregard
department heads. He points out US the census drives the designation of rural, urban, and highly
rural; a unique protected class. He explains on a countywide basis, there is a discriminatory effect;
rural and urban in the central and eastern part of the County, and highly rural in the western. He
points out the criteria for rural or urban is seven people or more per square mile; less than seven

is considered highly rural. He notes there are pockets in the western paft with 1.6,

GOOD OF THE ORDER
. There was discussion to suspend the rules at the next meeting to allow the Commission to

complete their business or potentially schedule a special meeting for July 27

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting concluded at 9:36 p.m. following a motion by Bell and second by Forde

Respectfu lly su bm itted,

fnça plU^
Trish Holden, CMC

Clerk to the Charter Review Commission

Approved: 20 July 2015






















































































