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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

July 5th, 2017 
2:32-4:06pm 

DSHS – Mt. Olympus Room 
201 W. First Street 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present: Judy Carlson, Joseph Cress, John DeBoer,  Tim Bruce, Mary Hogan,  
Juli Murrain, Doc Robinson, Christy Smith, , Tom Steffen, Juanita Weissenfels, Dale Wilson 

Members Excused: Corrie Hightower, Mike McEvoy, Dawn Saiz, Ann Simpson, 
Debbi Tesch, Cheri Tinker, Jason Viada 
 
Members Absent: Daryl Trowbridge 

General Attendance: Rabbitt Ackerson; Becca Yucha – Port Angeles Fire Department; 
Lindsey Schromen-Wawrin;  Linda Middleton – Concerned Citizens; Andy Brastad – 
CCHHS Director; Nan Furford—CCHHS staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions were made. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Changed #7 to be “2017” Contract Reports and added Concerned Citizens report.  Amended 
agenda approved. 
 

3. Approval of May, 2017  Minutes 
Minutes approved. 
 

4. Public Comment 
 
John DeBoer introduced Rabbitt Ackerson, potential applicant for the position of Homeless 
on the Homelessness Task Force.  Rabbit discussed the current homeless conditions and 
that there approximately 80 people that we need to be concerned about that are homeless.  
The biggest problem is spirit, harassment by public servants and by other homeless, 
prejudice, discrimination.  The homeless have no electricity, showers, fire (heat/cook).  If we 
have rules that we make all obey, then children will too.  We (County) is being dumped on.  
Getting more homeless.  It’s easier to get help here and have meals.  Other places there is not 
as much food and meals.  Garbage doesn’t get picked up or dumped.  Need to pick up parks.  
Have pay or appear people pick up garbage.  There is no reason (for the homeless) to go to 
Serenity House homeless shelter for 3 years.  It’s only short term.  At the shelter they sleep in 
chairs, the cots are bad, there are no donations of food there.  It costs $3.00 to use the 
showers at YMCA or the Pool.  Number one thing they want are showers, clean clothes and 
to recharge their personal phones.  Need an everyday facility for these so they have the 
ability to find a job.  The homeless will help with cleanup or work on clean up to stay there.  
The homeless here will get rid of the new homeless – take their money and take them on the 
bus out of town.  If someone  is staying at Serenity House, they need to be given a bus ticket 
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for transportation.  Rabbitt wants to apply.  Task Force members encouraged Rabbitt to 
apply and if he needs help, to let them know. 
 

5. Board Membership – Current Openings 
 
Open positions are: Tribal Representative, and additional (one or more) Homeless/Formerly 
Homeless. 
 

6. Conflict of Interest Forms – Need from Everyone 
 
Christy Smith turned in her form.  All are now up to date. 
 

7. 2016 Contract Reports 
 

 VIMO – Mary Hogan 
VIMO has a contract for dental services.  They are working with TAFY for young adults.  
Their no shows are usually because they don’t have a contact number, their cell phone is 
not charged or they have no transportation.  They try to get bus passes.  Rabbitt 
suggested a specific date pass for their appointment.  Mary wants to get either no 
expiration bus passes or for a longer time.  They have hired more staff to see more 
patients.   

 

 Concerned Citizens – Linda Middleton 
Fabulous Floors - Their adult family home had new floors put in.  They are fabulous.  It 
was a 7 day project. 

 
Home Forever – The housing assistance program has built relationships with the 
community.  They have helped 45 families, 19 were facing evictions/past due rent, 15 
needed move in funding, 6 were families that received motel vouchers, 1 was a fire, 5 
families were helped with background check fees.  They will no longer do motels after the 
first year unless it’s really stormy weather as it’s not a good use of the funds.  They are 
helping people through the system.  There is a lack of affordable housing in Forks and no 
emergency housing at all.  They are helping with bus passes and are getting them from 
OlyCAP.  They need to get them themselves.  Dale noted that there is no more money left 
for bus passes right now.   People need case management to help them figure out how to 
get from here to there.  Doc put in a grant for West End housing and would be used for 
motel vouchers.  Medicaid and Medicare is supposed to provide transportation for those 
going to/from doctor appointments. 

 
8. Updates for the 10-Year Plan – Report from Subcommittee 

The plan is now a 5 year plan, not 10 year.  They could postpone the plan until 2019.  In 
November a class will be provided by Commerce and anyone from the Task Force can join 
Doc.  Department of Commerce will be coming to talk to the Task Force in September. 
 

9. Updates and Announcements from Task Force Members  
 
Tim Bruce – The Governor’s Committee on Disability Town Hall meeting about 8 months 
ago found that transportation is a big issue.  The transportation committee meets one to 
two times a month and OMC, Clallam Transit and other agencies are involved.  Trying to 
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communicate on who does what.  They are looking at having a single point person for 
communication.  The Governor’s Committee has funding for planning this and a 
description and proposal will be done in early fall. Currently there is no effective way to 
connect people and Catholic Charities is picking up and dropping people off at the bus 
routes.  Mary noted that Kitsap is regionalized with Medicaid – start there?  Linda noted 
that their caregivers take clients to/from Seattle all the time for medical appointments, but 
they cannot take anyone else with them in the vehicle.  Dale would like to be involved in the 
transportation group.  Linda wants to be involved too 

 
Christy Smith – United Way has a pilot project to help people overcome barriers and get 
their GED.  It’s in the early stages and starts in January at Peninsula College.  Anyone can 
sign up every day as the program starts every week. 

 
 Judith Carlson – TAFY provides showers, etc. for homeless up to the age of 35. 
 

Doc Robinson – They want to open the warming center as a hygiene center.  Late at night 
you cannot reach the shelter.  A van picks up, but the streets have no sidewalks and one 
person was run over.  There is no Sunday transportation service.  If someone is working, 
there needs to be more than Monday through Saturday services.  Need Sunday too.  He 
wants Clallam Transit to do a connective route two times a day to all the services – VIMO, 
Serenity House – the obvious route.  The changes in Department of Commerce focus is far 
less on prevention cases (the nearly homeless).  There is a move to help only the 
unsheltered and some to only homeless.  The seasonal jobs end in October and then 
landlords and clients need assistance.  Housing Authority is experiencing cuts – cascading 
down – more people, less money.  The community will need to come together to cover.  Do 
we need another shelter? 

 
Andy Brastad – Health & Human Services has a number of different sections – Chemical 
Dependency/Mental Health, Environmental Health, Homelessness Task Force, Public 
Health and Developmental Disabilities.  In Environmental Health there are a number of 
program funded through State and Federal.  Be ready for shutdowns.  The County budget 
process is starting for 2018. 

 
Tom Steffen – They are still serving dinner on Fridays.  The line was all the way around half 
of the Social Hall.  They had 178 servings – the hall was full plus a line.   

 
Juanita Weissenfels – Juanita is on the Transit Board and if you have something you want 
to push, let her know. 

 
Dale Wilson – Dale Wilson will invite the Medicaid broker to the next Homelessness Task 
Force meeting.  Clallam Transit now has the straight shot to Bainbridge.  Possibly use Uber 
(can pay online) or a Taxi company to provide transportation from the ferry to the doctor.  
Contract with a taxi company?   Mary suggests next time to have the bus, phone, taxi funds 
ready.  HB 1570 fee  - the Legislature didn’t make change to the money so it will continue 
for 4 years as the same.  Encourage everyone to talk about transportation.  They have the 
West End Job Lift program that gets 15 to 20 people to work every day.  In Jefferson County 
the model changed to clean and sober with permanent housing and jobs.  Started with 16, 
housed 5, now 13.  They are hoping to transition others.  Most others are not employable.  
They spend a lot of money every month on bus passes.  They are getting Federal pushback 
on transient fixes. 
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Joe Cress – There is new personnel in dental as their services are increasing.  There are 
over 50 people in the Hep C program.  Those that have gone through 100% of the treatment 
plan have been cured. 

 
Mary Hogan – They have a new dental assistant.  Working on their no show rate.  Hope to 
be able to see walk ins/same day dental help.  They are always looking for Hep C patients.  
They don’t care about income level for this program.  Their patient base is increasing and 
are looking for more providers.  Please ask your provider if they can volunteer at VIMO for 
4 hours a month – for dental and medical. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:06 pm 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  August 1, 2017 at Serenity House, 2203 W. 18th 

Street, Port Angeles 98363.  (Not at the Shelter) 


