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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 
March 7th, 2017 

2:30-4:15 pm 
Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 

223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 
Port Angeles, WA  98362 

 

Members Present: John DeBoer, Tim Bruce, Mary Hogan, Mike McEvoy, Doc Robinson, 
Tom Steffen, Debbi Tesch, Cheri Tinker, Daryl Trowbridge, Jason Viada,  
Juanita Weissenfels, Kim Yacklin 

Members Excused: Joseph Cress, Dawn Saiz, Dale Wilson 
 
Members Absent: Juli Murrain, Ann Simpson 

General Attendance: Jeff Tucker – Peninsula Behavioral Health; Corrie Hightower; 
Matthew Rainwater – Pennies for Quarters; Randy Johnson – Clallam County 
Commissioner; Kevin Harkins – Serenity House; Judy Carlson; Andy Brastad – CCHHS 
Director; Nan Furford—CCHHS staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions were made. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Agenda approved. 
 

3. Approval of January 3, 2017  Minutes 
Minutes approved. 
 

4. Public Comment 
None 
 

5. Bylaws Change and Approval 
Bylaws change draft regarding membership and conflict of interest was sent out via email 
after the January meeting and again for the March meeting. Dawn emailed that she 
approved.  Discussion:  Article 6, #1 add: “,” after vote and remove the “or”. Remove the “on” 
and move “any manner” to after “or be counted in”.  Bylaws approved as amended. 
 

6. Board Membership – Resignation, Current Openings, Possible New Members 

 Donald Skinner, United Way Executive Director, resigned in December 2016.   

 Current openings on the task force are: United Way, Tribal Government Representative, 
Advocate for Youth Issues, and Business Community. 

 Membership voted to change the Business Community position to be another At Large 
position.  Judy Carlson applied for the position of Advocate for Youth Issues.  

 Membership voted to approve her membership for recommendation to the Board of 
County Commissioners for resolution and approval.   
Corrie Hightower also applied for the position of Advocate for Youth Issues and the 



 

Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 
“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 

 Page 2 of 4 

 

membership voted to approve her membership for the new At Large position for 
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners for resolution and approval. 

 
7. Introduce Tim Bruce – HHS Representative 

Tim introduced himself.  He has a background as a child development psychologist in 
California, ran the overnight shelter for Serenity House and has been the Planner for Clallam 
County Health & Human Services Developmental Disabilities section for the last 6-1/2 years.  
Tim will be the staff person for the Homelessness Task Force. 
 

8. 2017 Contracts Status 
All contracts are out for signature. Kim is waiting for 3 agencies to return their contracts. 
 

9. Locations for 2017 Meetings 
Tom Steffen will host the April meeting at First United Methodist Church.  Doc wants to host 

and will contact Nan with a date.  Cheri wants to host in Forks at Concerned Citizens. Cheri 

will speak with Linda Middleton if/when it’s available. 

10. Serenity House – Point in Time Survey Update/Follow Up 

The Point in Time count was on January 26th.  A little less than 100 people participated and 

agencies put out a lot of unpaid staff time.  Forks had the best ever count as they had 

multiple events.  Preliminary count is 97 (14 on West End), which may go down in July after 

HUD reports and takes out the duplicates and those that were found sheltered.   There was a 

large increase in the East end of the county.  10 veterans were counted.  7% were families.  

Children (17 and under) are not included unless they are counted as part of a family unit.  

Children are supposed to be counted through the schools, but they report a lot of truants.  

John noted that truant children are now criminalized for not going to school.  Children can’t 

be housed as adults can as there is too much stuff to do with the State and family.  Cheri 

thanked Kevin Harkins for everything he did on the survey. 

11.Updates and Announcement from Facilities and Funding  
 
Tim Bruce – the Clallam County Hiring & Resource Event is March 22nd from 10am-1pm.  

Please send anyone you think needs a job.  It’s free and there will be pizza for lunch. 

Doc Robinson – the “Boot Camp” is going on now.  There are seven sessions (through 

WorkSource) and next year it will be compressed into one day for some.  It’s aimed for the 

Homeless Connect people to help them prepare for the hiring event.    

Kevin Harkins – People can contact Serenity House for clothing if they need something 

appropriate to wear to the event.  They are left from Homeless Connect.  Doc – if you know 

of someone to volunteer to run a Clallam County Dress for Success type business, they need 

a small organization to run it, keep the clothing, rack and store it.  Tim – Working Image is 

willing to mentor someone.  First Step and some churches have clothing closets. 
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Matthew Rainwater – Pennies for Quarters is working on tiny houses for vets.  They 

hopefully will have a contract for property.  There are several businesses in town doing 

fundraisers for them.  The next is the end of March. 

Randy Johnson – He would like to come to the Homelessness Task Force meetings now. 

Daryl Trowbridge – They housed 36 adults and 18 children, includes hoteling. 

John DeBoer – John handed out an article written by Danny Westneat “Have News for the 

Right and the Left” about the homeless in Seattle.  The only way to do it (get housing) is to 

bypass the bureaucracy.  A former manager of the Street Outreach Shelter passed away.  He 

would like a downtown shelter. 

Andy Brastad – Sees the task to take on as the update to the 10 year plan and set new 

priorities.  You can see the plan and the updates on the Clallam.net website on the 

Homelessness Task Force page.  Mary would like to look at the plan at each meeting and 

take on a step at every meeting. 

Cheri Tinker – A long time ago, Kathy Wahto lead a different meeting to create and present a 

draft.  It’s hard to meet the need.  It would take quite a bit of time to do.  Mary suggested the 

task force members talk at the next meeting, then maybe make a separate, smaller group.  

Kim will be inviting Jessica from the Department of Commerce to come speak.  The DOC 

just went through their strategic planning.  Sarge’s Attic is a 2nd hand store in Forks that 

helps support Sarge’s Place.  They are getting an architect to build on to their building.  They 

want a coffee bar to help with employment.  They want to do a woodworking shop too.  It’s 

about a $300,000 project to employ 15 people. 

Jason Viada – 1. He appreciates the article from John.  Answer to the “are they being bussed 

in” is on his KONP interview/podcast.  This is a free country and people can go wherever 

they want.  2. The PAPD walks with Serenity House staff and 99% of homeless are on 

Rayonier property.  People will be moved on.  They are getting the word out that on March 

27th and 28th, Rayonier will be cleaning up their property. 3. TAFY moved to 1st Street and 

are now in the business area.  The City (of Port Angeles) wants to change the ordinance to 

keep businesses here and services there.  The City was going to read it tonight, but put it on 

pause.   

Doc – The City (of Port Angeles) is redoing their zoning ordinance.  Most are good ideas 

(look, attractive, etc.)  The change plans to ban human services from downtown (all the way 

to where the two one ways merge).  There are some grandfathered in, but loitering numbers 

are restricted and if the agency/service makes a change to the plan then it becomes a non-

conforming use and will have to move to be 1 mile from each other (human service agency).  

The City needs sidewalks as the disabled cannot get to the shelter after hours.  The City 

tabled it, but it will go back to meetings.  Doc will announce when the meetings will be held.  

He is concerned about if someone has to move, where to go and with what money to buy it.  

The overnight shelter is about capped out.  Where will the Rayonier campers go?  Need twice 
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the capacity.  Need help.  Looking at churches to help out.  The Shelter Provider’s Meeting is 

at 10am on March 15th. 

Debbi Tesch – They pulled 75 names from the waiting list, of those 35 households were 

determined eligible and were issued a voucher.  Initially households have 60 days to locate a 

unit and begin utilizing their voucher. 10 of the 35 had already exceeded 45 of the 60 days 

without locating a unit.  TBRA (a two year transitional program) is open for referrals for 

homeless families with dependent children or chronically homeless disabled individuals. 

Corrie Hightower – She participated in the Pierce County Point in Time count.  They had 

several survey forms, but they approached a lot more people.  There is no data yet.  Her 

students first impressions is that they are finding similar things – people not as 

approachable.  She helped at Homeless Connect. 

Jeff Tucker (Peninsula Behavioral Health) – Their new medical director, John Reis, starts 

April 1st.  He is from Wisconsin.  Kathy Howard is the new PATH person.   The Arlene Engle 

house is at 100% (capacity). 

Tom Steffen – Still doing hot meals.  Formalized a take home meals program that can feed 

50 more each time. 

Mike McEvoy – Are there any apprenticeships in the area?  L&I is coming to him and doing 

workshops at WorkSource regarding apprenticeships.  It’s at 9am on Thursday March 9th. 

Mary Hogan – They will be doing kids ages 14 to 17, for medical and dental.  If you have 

anyone, let them know. 

Kim Yacklin – the City of Port Angeles is doing an Opioid Roundtable meeting on March 14th 

and have invited agencies and individuals. 

Cheri Tinker – The Veteran’s Stand down is May 4th in Forks. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:15 pm 

 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  April 4, 2017 at the First United Methodist Church, 

110 E. 7th Street (Laurel & 7th),  Port Angeles. 


