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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

July 5, 2016   
2:30 – 4:00pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present: Joseph Cress, Mary Hogan,  Mike McEvoy, Juli Murrain, Ann 
Simpson, Tom Steffen, Debbi Tesch, Daryl Trowbridge, Fara (Susie) Turner, Juanita 
Weissenfels, Dale Wilson 

Members Excused: Kim Leach, Dawn Saiz 

Members Absent:  

General Attendance Cheri Tinker - NORVHN, John DeBoer, Elizabeth Kemp – PATH 
Case Manager/Peninsula Behavioral Health, Cathy Ramsdell – Peninsula Behavioral Health,   
Andy Brastad, Kim Yacklin, Jude Anderson, and Nan Furford—CCHHS staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions were made around the table. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Kim was not in attendance so there was no Point in Time Survey Results presentation.  
Agenda approved as amended. 
 

3. Approval of May Minutes 
Minutes were approved.   
 

4. Public Comment 
None 
 

5. Board Membership Update – Nan Furford 

 Either Andy Brastad, new Director of Health & Human Services or Kim Yacklin, new 
Deputy Director of Health & Human Services, will be the CCHHS representative on the 
Task Force.  TBD. 

 Iva Burks has resigned her position due to her retirement. 

 Stephanie McDonald has resigned – moved out of the area. 

 Monica Henry has resigned – no longer with the Lower Elwha Tribe. 

 Reviewed four  new applicants:   
o Donald Skinner -  new Director of United Way 
o Jason Viada – Port Angeles Police Department 
o Cheri Tinker – NORVHN – as Advocate for Veteran’s Issues.  Cheri introduced 

herself and spoke about her work in Forks. 
o John DeBoer – as representative of homeless or formerly homeless.  John 

introduced himself and spoke about his experiences of being homeless for a year 
and working at the Serenity House overnight shelter. 
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Applicant materials were reviewed by the Task Force, which recommended via formal 
motion the approval of all for appointments to the Homelessness Task Force. 
Recommendations will be sent to the Board of County Commissioners for final approval 
and appointment.   
 

6. Presentation and Discussion –  Elizabeth Kemp, PBH PATH Program 
Elizabeth works out in the community to help people who are homeless and typically have 
mental health issues.  They may or may not have substance use problems as well. She 
estimates that about a third of those who are homeless and on the street have chronic mental 
illness. Elizabeth spends her time solely in Port Angeles, primarily on the street and at the 
Salvation Army and Serenity House.  She introduces herself to people, gives out her card, 
establishes a relationship and provides case management when requested. She is very 
careful to assist people with the needs that they identify as opposed to directing them to 
services they may not want or be ready for. She believes that meeting them where they are 
will establish the most effective relationships and facilitate their own self-determination. 
Examples of activities are helping people with DSHS or HRC paperwork, assisting in 
obtaining needed medications, helping to obtain identification cards, and facilitating 
enrollment on to Medicaid. The age group she works with ranges from 18 to 70. Elizabeth is 
well aware that there isn’t an adequate supply of housing in the community and would like to 
see headway made on this critical issue. Some people are resistant to engaging with services 
of any kind—HTF members estimate between 5% and 8%, generally because of mental 
health issues (PTSD and paranoia are not uncommon). She will help anyone even though 
she is a PBH employee. Her position is in part funded by HTF dollars. Other issues she noted 
and that were discussed by the group: pets can be an issue as people can’t stay in the shelter 
if they have them; there is a “silver tsunami”—many on the street are middle-aged and even 
elderly; many have concurrent medical issues, including veterans exposed to Agent Orange 
who are now experiencing serious medical consequences. Lack of safe and stable housing is a 
critical issue—many are sleeping in abandoned buildings or outside in the open where they 
are very vulnerable. 

 
7. Point in Time Survey Results – Kim Leach, Serenity House 

Kim was not in attendance.  This item was removed from the agenda and will be a future 
agenda item. 
 

8. Resource Card:  Subcommittee Volunteer(s) – Nan and Jude 
Jude and Nan again spoke to the CD/MH Program Fund Advisory Board about the resource 
card idea. The CD/MH Advisory Board is interested and a member would like to work with 
an HTF member to develop the card.  Dale Wilson volunteered to participate.  When, where 
– TBD. 
 

9. August Meeting in Forks? 
Jude asked what members thought about holding the August meeting in Forks. There is 
terrific work being done out there by a number of agencies funded by the Task Force. The 
meeting could include a tour of Forks-based agencies. Agencies could include NORVHN, 
Forks Abuse and Concerned Citizens.  All approved of the idea.  Tom will ask the Lutheran 
Church if they can do lunch possibly about 11:15/11:30.  Time of meeting will be 10am-3pm, 
which includes 1.25 hours travel to/from Forks.  Exact schedule to be determined before the 
next meeting.  Carpools will be organized. 
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10. Updates and Announcements from Facilities and Funding 

 Joe Cress – The Hepatitis-C program is moving ahead.  About one dozen people are in 
the pipeline for treatment and another has completed.   VIMO is able to conduct psych 
evaluations and prescribing via Skype with a University of Washington medical team. 

 Mary Hogan – will bring information on VIMO to Forks in August, at the request of Ann 
Simpson. People there need to know about the clinic. General health screening is held on 
Mondays. 

 Dale Wilson – Making strides on housing in Jefferson County to create more affordable 
housing options. A coalition of four agencies is in discussion with city and county reps.  A 
capacity assessment is in the works. There is a particular piece of property in mind for a 
building site. 

 Tom Steffen – Correction to June Minutes: Community dinners still being held at First 
United Methodist Church, through July.  About 120 people are served at each dinner. 

 Debbi Tesch – Both counties (Clallam and Jefferson) will start fresh with a new list, with 
expected openings in mid-August.  The application is online for downloading and 
mailing.  

 Daryl Trowbridge – It is a challenge to find housing for all the DV/SA clients who are in 
need, as there are so many.  The individual at Healthy Families who coordinates this is 
Lily. Daryl’s primary focus is in the schools. 

 Susie Turner – She works for Forks Abuse’s thrift store. 

 Ann Simpson – Forks Abuse is incorporating principles of trauma informed care in its 
work with clients and support for staff, including body-based techniques.  The office has 
been renovated and rearranged to have a more home-like atmosphere.  She 
recommended a recent Time Magazine article on trauma/resiliency entitled 
“Bounceback”. 

 Mike McEvoy – Mike, as the Disabled Veterans Case Manager at Work Source, is 
involved in a lot of veteran-related activities, including the Veterans’ Community 
Partnership. He believes Work Source is well-established in Clallam and getting there in 
Jefferson. A recent women’s veteran conference at Fort Worden drew 50 people.  The 
last Monday of July (25th) is the Veteran’s Standdown in Port Townsend.  Anyone with 
needs is invited. The Standdowns were started because the Point In Time Count 
indicated that so many of the homeless are veterans.  Mike recommended the movie 
“Missing In America” for a better understanding of  tripwire vets.  Mike will send the 
Standdown information to Nan to send out to the Task Force members. 

 Cheri Tinker – Sarge’s Place has a contract with the VA that funds nightly stays at Sarge’s 
Place for up to a year.  Two vets are moving into permanent housing soon.  Residents of 
Sarge’s Place can have their pets with them. 

 Jude Anderson – 2015 was a banner year for housing dollars, especially with the 
additional 300K allocated out of General Funds by the Commissioners.  This coming 
year looks pinched.  Document recording fees are down and the reserves are low.  Looks 
like about $75,000 for affordable housing and about $280,000 for 2163. 

 
       Meeting Adjourned at 4:30 pm 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  August 2nd, 2016 in Forks  - 10am-3pm – multiple 

locations.  Locations & timing - TBD. 


