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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2016   
2:30 – 4:00pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present: Joseph Cress, Monica Henry, Mary Hogan,  Kim Leach, Mike McEvoy, 
Juli Murrain, Tom Steffen, Debbi Tesch 

Members Excused: Iva Burks, Stephanie McDonald, Dawn Saiz, Daryl Trowbridge 
Juanita Weissenfels, Dale Wilson 

Members Absent: Ann Simpson, Fara (Susie) Turner 

General Attendance Viola Ware – Serenity House, Susan Fischer – United Way, James 
Wallace – Peninsula Behavioral Health,   Jude Anderson and Nan Furford—CCHHS staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions were made around the table. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Approved as written. 
 

3. Approval of April Minutes 
Minutes were approved.   
 

4. Public Comment 
  None 
 

5. Board Membership Update – Nan Furford 

 Welcome to new member, Juli Murrain, representing DSHS.   

 Dan Bateham has resigned as of yesterday which opens the position for Advocate for 
Veterans’ Issues.  

 Kim Leach has joined that HTF in Martha Ireland’s place. 

 June 7th the new Executive Director for United Way of Clallam County, Donald Skinner, 
starts full time.  He is working on the application for the United Way position on the 
HTF.   

 Other open positions are:  Business Community, Law and Justice, Homeless/Formerly 
Homeless. 
 

6. Presentation and Discussion –  Viola Ware and Kim Leach:  Housing Resource 
Centers – the Gateway to Services 
The Housing Resource Centers (HRCs)—with locations in Sequim, Port Angeles, and Forks— 
distributed 540k in rental assistance in 2015. The needs continue to be significant for all 
types of housing assistance.  Viola Ware, the HRC Program Director, talked about the 
process for community members who are seeking assistance from the HRCs.  An intake 
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packet of paperwork must be completed, which can be done in person, over the phone and 
even via Skype. The intake information—which is extensive due to requirements of multiple 
funding sources—can also be completed by agencies via e-mail (such as inpatient treatment 
centers).  The Serenity House website doesn’t include the application packet as it is 
continuously updated.  The packet of forms was passed around the room. There is a place for 
clients to record their housing-related goals. There is additional paperwork for veterans.  
Landlords must complete a packet as well.  45% of Department of Commerce funding is 
supposed to go to for-profit landlords, to help ensure  an adequate supply of rentals. Rents 
must be comparable to Peninsula Housing Authority (PHA) rates, set by the federal 
government. People seeking assistance are always asked initially if they have signed up with 
PHA, which currently has a 9 to 18-month wait list.  PHA is considered a non-profit 
landlord. Clients are also given a (NW Justice) Tenant Rights packet. 
The Department of Commerce has tightened up on eligibility, and people must be literally 
homeless to receive help with Commerce funds. This is considered the priority population 
for assistance.   This leaves out a lot of others who need help. 
In addition to helping people to obtain/maintain their housing,  the HRCs (depending on the 
location) offer services to veterans, employment assistance (WorkSource), youth drop- in 
services, family services, and classes.  HRC staff conducts outreach activities at the Salvation 
Army, the Serenity House Overnight Shelter and the Veteran Stand-Downs to engage people 
to access HRC services.  Other agencies use HRC space, such as OlyCAP and WIC in Sequim. 
The Family Shelters in the community (3 in PA, 1 in Sequim) are always full, with an average 
2 week wait time.  The biggest need in the County is for affordable housing resources—
apartments and houses. The Single Adult Shelter has a Room and Board program, which is 
clean and sober and a good option for people who are ready to transition out of permanent 
supportive housing. The resource is also an option for people in early recovery who need a 
substance-free environment. 

 
7. Shelter Providers’ Meeting Update:  Participants 

The Shelter Providers Network meetings are well-attended and are a very active forum for 
discussing resources and needs in the community.  The most recent meeting featured a plan 
to use the vacant Fairview Elementary School (located between Sequim and Port Angeles) 
for transitional housing. The building is ideal in that it already has water, bathrooms, a 
kitchen, gym and library. It could house a resource center for families with multiple agencies 
on-site to offer services. A public bus stop is nearby.  The building and its programs could 
open in phases, depending upon funding. The PA School District would like to sell the school 
and it could be purchased affordably. A group of citizens and providers is working on a plan. 
Serenity House is not a resource for funding as their focus must be on permanent housing. 
 

8. Resource Card:  Further Discussion – Nan Furford 
The group discussed the resource card idea again.  Suggestions for the card were to have the 
crisis line and/or the detox numbers.  The Crisis Line card from PBH is an example.  Debbi 
will obtain info from 211 about hours of operation, to determine if this would be a helpful 
number to have on the card. Law enforcement personnel and others could carry and 
distribute the card. More discussion to follow. 
 

9. Discussion:  Planning Subcommittee and Recent King County Editorials 
The planning subcommittee will be meeting on Monday May 16th at 3 pm to go over the 
current 10 year plan update. Members are welcome to join in. The subcommittee will be 
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organizing presentations for the monthly HTF meetings, to ensure everyone is aware of the 
existing resources and community needs.  
 
At the last meeting, the editorials from Senator Miloscia were handed out.  We can email 
them if you don’t have them.  These offer an interesting state-level perspective. It would be 
useful for this group to discuss how people who are homeless are viewed in our community.   
 

10. Updates and Announcements from Facilities and Funding 

 Debbi Tesch - Waiting to hear from HUD on federal funding. There could be cuts to 
vouchers and other programs. 

 Kim Leach – Serenity House is also having HUD funding challenges, which could result 
in the loss of Evergreen Family Village. Transitional housing is most vulnerable. On the 
up side there are additional funds for the state’s HEN program (Housing and Essential 
Needs) which provides rental and other assistance to those who qualify.  

 Mike McEvoy - May 5th is the Veteran’s StandDown in Forks.  It’s the 30th one there. 

 Viola Ware is conducting a community needs assessment focused on homeless and at-
risk youth and young adults. Surveys are completed by these populations 

  Joe Cress - The Hepatitis C treatment program is in operation at VIMO. Screening and 
medication are available.  VIMO serves a lot of the local population that is homeless and 
at risk of being homeless. 

 Tom Steffen - The church is redoing the kitchen.  Starting the first week of July, dinners 
will be at the First Baptist Church.  The kitchen will be back in operation in September.  
Funds are needed to finish the project. 

 Monica Henry - A Family Preservation position is open at the Lower Elwha. 

 Juli Murrain – There is a new program for working families at DSHS. Those families 
with one adult working at least 35 hours who qualify (by income level) can receive 
additional food stamp benefits ($10/month). 

 Jude Anderson – On April 1st mental health and chemical dependency services integrated 
under the BHOs (regional Behavioral Health Organizations), with seven throughout the 
state.  Ours is the Salish Behavioral Health Organization—Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap 
counties. All existing Clallam chemical dependency agencies are contracted with the 
SBHO to serve the Medicaid population, except Trillium Treatment Center which chose 
not to participate; and Klallam Counseling, which as a tribal program that serves 
Medicaid clients through a different funding mechanism.  

 Mary Hogan - The dental clinic is being remodeled and should re-open by May 31st.  It is 
expanding to a six-chair clinic. A new grant from the Washington Dental Association will  
fund a fulltime staff person for up to one year.  On May 19th there will be county-wide 
Hepatitis C screening at VIMO in Port Angeles, the Health Department  in Forks, and the 
Dungeness Valley Health & Wellness Clinic in Sequim.  Anyone who tests positive will be 
referred to primary care for follow-up.  The clinic has had its first Hep C patient 
approved for treatment, which is very expensive.  Most insurance only pays in the last 
stages of it.  Medicaid currently  is being sued over this issue, as the earlier the treatment 
the better the outcome. Anyone can access the free testing. Anyone who has had a tattoo, 
is a baby boomer, or is an IV drug user is at risk for Hep C.  There are over 1200 known 
cases of Hep C in the county. 

 
       Meeting Adjourned at 4:30 pm 
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NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  July 5th, 2016 at the Clallam County Courthouse, 

Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


