
 

Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 
“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 

 Page 1 of 4 

 

Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 
February 2, 2016   

2:30 – 4:00pm 
Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 

223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 
Port Angeles, WA  98362 

 

Members Present:  Dan Bateham, Iva Burks,  Monica Henry, Mary Hogan,  Mike 
McEvoy, Tom Steffen, Debbi Tesch and Juanita Weissenfels  

Members Excused: Joseph Cress, Martha Ireland, Rachel Johnson, Stephanie McDonald, 
Dawn Saiz and Ann Simpson 

Members Absent:  

General Attendance: Dale Wilson – OlyCAP, Guenther Herz – public, Jude Anderson and 
Nan Furford—staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Members were welcomed by the Chair, Mary Hogan, and introductions were made around 
the table. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
The agenda was reviewed and approved. 
 

3. Approval of January Minutes 
Minutes were reviewed.  Mike McEvoy would like the 2nd sentence on the first bulleted item 
on the last page removed (concerning # of veterans in County).  Minutes approved as 
amended.   
 

4. Public Comment 
None 
 

5. Board Membership Update – New Appointment  
Jim Weatherly has been appointed by DSHS via letter.  Task Force moved and approved to 
recommend to the BOCC Jim’s appointment once his application has been received by the 
Clerk of the Board—Jim needs to submit it. 
 
It was recommended that the application of Dale Wilson, Executive Director of OlyCAP, be 
forwarded to the BOCC for appointment to the HTF. 
 
Current Openings:  United Way (currently interviewing for the new Executive Director), 
Homeless or Formerly Homeless (Ann Simpson has a possible candidate), Domestic 
Violence/Sexual Assault Provider (Daryl Trowbridge from Healthy Families may be 
applying). 
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6. Commissioner Involvement Status 
Iva confirmed Commissioner Peach’s interest in the HTF but noted that he now has a 
schedule conflict and is in Olympia the first Tuesday of each month. The other 
Commissioners have not made a commitment to the Homelessness Task Force but may  
attend if available.  Iva and Nan will create an email to send to the Commissioners to invite 
them to the meetings. 

  
7. Legislative Summary 

 Over 35 bills are before the legislature related to affordable housing.  Jude distributed a 
sample of the bills.   

 Tiny houses are being built in Seattle and Oregon.  Jefferson County made some 
headway on a plan but it was rejected by the Commissioners, per Dale Wilson. The 
Jefferson shelter is seasonal, closing in March, and currently sheltering 28-32 people per 
night. These folks may come here. 

 The group discussed tent city and tiny house models, noting the need for utilities 
infrastructure, supportive services (mental health, outreach, case coordination), on-site 
management and governance.  “It gets expensive pretty fast.” An advantage is a captive 
audience. Dale asked that PBH attend to describe PBH support services programs to the 
homeless.  Dawn Saiz of PBH is a member but was not in attendance today. It was noted 
that the ravines, where many of the homeless people camp, are unsafe.  

 The local proposed panhandling ordinance was discussed. Should HTF take a stand on 
the ordinance and what form should that take? 

 In general, Washington state is strengthening its Housing First orientation including 
permanent supportive housing. 

 
8. Continued Discussion of Sick, Holiday, Vacation for Contracts with Salary 

Lines   
The group discussed the issue further. A flat amount of “indirect” for these salary-related 
costs was discussed and dismissed—too difficult to track. Overall the group made arguments 
in favor of the County funding them, including federal grants requiring coverage of this 
nature, and the fact that the County funds these for its own employees. The “Gift of Public 
Funds” issue was raised as a concern. Ultimately Task Force members recommended that if 
bidders budget for these items in their proposals, they must break them out in salary lines. 
Benefits lines too should be detailed with specific amounts associated with them. The HTF 
Review Committee can then evaluate whether the requests are reasonable. These additions 
will be made to the RFP instructions for 2017 funding. The BOCC will review the RFP and 
weigh in with any concerns. 

 
9.   Continued Review of Draft Client Satisfaction Questionnaire 

The group reviewed the latest version of the draft questionnaire.  Several changes were 
suggested and approved. All contractors providing direct services to clients will receive 
copies of the questionnaire and instructions/expectations for their use. The results will be 
tallied once a year and each agency will receive their individual results.  It was suggested that 
contractors send the current batch with their monthly billings to the County. 
 

10. Incoming PAPD Program Description, Discussion 
PAARI (Police Assisted Addiction and Recovery Initiative) started in Gloucester 
Massachusetts, and has been adopted by a number of localities. It is in the process of being 
developed by the Port Angeles Police Department under Chief Terry Gallaher’s direction. A 
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subcommittee of PA CAN is working on the adoption of the program under the guidance of 
the Police Department and Clallam County Public Health section.  Jude handed out 
information about the program.  The program enables citizens to “turn themselves in” (along 
with their paraphernalia) for treatment, at which point they are connected to community 
volunteers who steer them towards Detox, treatment, and other community recovery 
resources. There is a comprehensive intake process and a large volunteer recruitment and 
training component. Port Angeles has a detox program, Specialty Services II, where people 
can withdraw safely from substances and obtain an assessment to evaluate their level of 
needed care.  Challenges do exist in terms of wait times for beds (a statewide problem) and 
transportation to/from treatment.  There is also a considerable need for affordable safe and 
sober housing in the community for people awaiting a treatment bed or returning to the 
community after inpatient treatment. PAARI’s second meeting is on February 11th at 3:45pm 
in the meeting room at Vern Burton.  Dan suggested Serenity House be part of the group.  
Suggestions were:  use the domestic violence or crisis line as the call in number, or call the 
Respite Center (ask Peter).  Keep the HTF updated on the progress. 
 

11. Information Card Idea for Homeless and Panhandlers 
Nan presented the concept of a single business-size card to hand out to homeless people and 
panhandlers that has one number to contact for shelter/housing information and, on the 
other side, a number to obtain help with getting clean and sober. The latter could possibly be 
the number for PAARI.  It was suggested that the different areas of the county (Sequim, PA 
and West End) could each have a different card with relevant resources—e.g., Detox, the MH 
Respite Center, Housing Resource Centers. The group is interested and would like to pursue 
this idea further at the next meeting. 
 

12. Updates and Announcements from Facilities and Funding 

 Monica announced that the Lower Elwha received funding for their vocational rehab 
program and has hired a manager, who is working on policies, procedures and program 
structure. They will be hiring two case managers. 

 Mike noted that the new statewide Work Source website has been delayed until March. 

 Dan discussed a new community group called “Housing First Coalition,” which is looking 
into a tent city or small houses for Port Angeles.  Dan will bring more information to the 
next meeting. 

 Debbi wants to be sure she has the added questions, developed by the HTF, for the 
Homeless Connect intake form, as it will be going to print soon.  Jude will email Debbi 
the questions identified in previous meetings. 

 Tom Steffan announced that his church is feeding 120 people 145 dinners every Friday 
night.  Dinners are every Friday night at the First United Methodist Church on the 
corner of 7th and Laurel in Port Angeles. 

 Jude noted that President Obama announced 1.1 billion dollars will go to address the 
opiate epidemic.  Clallam County Health & Human Services Syringe Services Program is 
working on expanding its supply of naloxone. The community needs more MDs who can 
prescribe and monitor medication-assisted treatment (like Suboxone).  Derek Kilmer 
wrote a letter in support of expanded resources for the Olympic Peninsula. He is on the 
U.S. House Appropriations Committee. 

 Juanita announced that Friends of Forks Animals is aware of problematic pet/housing 
issues and challenges with law enforcement response.  She also shared that Forks 
Clothing bank has a good supply of clothing, so come/refer to them. 
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 Iva announced that mandatory reporting of opioid overdoses started January 1st in 
Clallam County, the first in the state. This will allow for accurate data and opportunities 
to intervene with those who survive overdoses. 

 Dale – There is an effort underway in Jefferson County to create permanent supportive 
housing for the chronically mentally ill population and those with developmental 
disabilities.  Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) slots are at a minimum. Dale and 
Debbi Tesch will review the situation.  There is a shortage of funds at the state level, 
which perhaps the Legislature can address this session.  

 Debbi – Locally there is a severe shortage of vacancies. 

 Mary – VIMO’s dental clinic is open 3 days a week.  They are recruiting students to do 
their residencies at the Clinic. 

 Open House—United Way new location February 17th, 4:00 to 7:00, 1601 E. Front St.  
 

 
       Meeting Adjourned at 4:16 pm 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  March 1st, 2016 at the Clallam County Courthouse, 

Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


