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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2015     
2:30 - 4:06pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present:  Iva Burks, Patty Busse, Monica Henry, Martha Ireland, Becca Korby, 
Jody Moss,  Candace Pratt, Dawn Saiz, Gary Smith, Ann Simpson, Debbi Tesch 

Members Excused: Mike McEvoy 

Members Absent: Maureen Frix, Geoff Crump 

General Attendance: Bill Peach - Clallam County Commissioner, Kim Leach - Serenity 
House, Jude Anderson and Nan Furford—staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions were made of all present.   
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Agenda reviewed and approved. 
 

3. Approval of February Minutes 
Minutes were reviewed and approved as amended. 

 
4. Public Comment 

None 
 

5. Board Membership Update 
New member as of today, March 3rd, is Geoff Crump of OlyCAP.  Monica will check on a 
possible candidate for the Law and Justice position—a colleague from the Lower Elwha tribe. 
Patty has application packets and will hand them out at Homeless Connect. 
 
Martha noted that Maureen has a last name change.  Need to confirm.  Earlier she had 
briefed the Task Force on Veterans Court and the members would like her to report on any 
additional information.  Jude will contact her.  Bill Peach asked if Maureen was in contact 
with Tammy Sullenger in the Commissioner’s office, as Tammy could probably speak to this 
issue as well. 

 
6. March 6th Homeless Connect - Status Update 

Debbi noted that there are 48 providers attending, including the DSHS Mobile Unit and the 
Smile Mobile.  This is about the same number as last year.   New this year is the Oxford 
Houses.  They are missing a couple of providers - one is TAFY.  The event will start at 9am 
on Friday 3/6.  There will be an area for health insurance sign ups.  A church group is in 
charge of the clothes with Florence Bucierka coordinating.  An optometrist will be providing 
services in the City Chambers.  Dental and vision will start early in order to prescreen 



 

Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 
“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 

 Page 2 of 3 

 

clients. Vaccinations will be available.  Reath Ellefson will be doing the food.  Costco has 
donated the breakfast pastries.   
 

7. Point in Time Survey (held 1/29) - Process and Preliminary Results 
Martha and Kim noted that the data is preliminary for the Survey, held 1/29. Initial figures 
show 77 individuals unsheltered and 133 in shelters. Transitional housing figures include 67 
children. Serenity House will report back to the group once a fuller data set is available and 
possible duplications are removed. 
 
Kay Walters at Serenity House coordinates the count. Each school district has a Homeless 
Liaison. Figures will separate out the literally homeless from those who are at risk of 
homelessness. It is known that there are homeless people living deep in the woods but 
challenging to access this group. 
 
Becca noted that a number of churches are interested in helping with the Survey next year.   
 
The group wondered about the possibility of conducting the survey at the same time as 
Homeless Connect next year.  They also requested that for next year the Homeless Connect 
Exit Survey gather data on the part of the County that participants are from. And they 
recommended that in the future Voter Registration be included in the services that are 
offered. 
 

8.   Closure of Street Outreach Shelter 
Kim stated that the Street Outreach Shelter is now closed.  Salvation Army is stepping up for 
the next 30 days to shelter those who were displaced, and there are overflow beds at the men 
and women’s shelters. 
 

9.   Presentations:  Healthy Families and Forks Abuse 
Ann Simpson spoke about the Forks Abuse program, which offers services to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault and other crime.  DV services are the largest part of the 
program. She indicated that low cost permanent housing is the biggest housing-related need 
in Forks. A group of providers meets monthly in the West End to address the issues. The loss 
of WEOS housing programs has made an impact. Forks Abuse is involved in several 
prevention programs in the schools related to bullying and sexual assault. She would like to 
bring a trauma-informed training to the West End community, including the tribes. 
 
Becca Korby spoke about the Port Angeles-based Healthy Families program. This program 
too focuses on services for those experiencing domestic violence and sexual assault. The 
latter has a relatively meager budget and the sexual assault incidents are increasing 
dramatically, to 10-14 incidents a month, twice the former number. Last year Healthy 
Families provided 2,453 transitional housing nights and 5,179 emergency bed nights—to 224 
adults and 220 children. 
 

10.  Updates and Announcements from Facilities and Funding 
   

Debbi Tesch of Peninsula Housing Authority noted that Section 8 housing slots may open 
this summer--meanwhile 85 people are on the wait list.  
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 Candace shared that the Mayor’s Challenge promised additional VASH vouchers to 
participating communities, but HUD had never had any intention of coming through on 
this. 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:06pm 

 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:  April 7th, 2015 at the Clallam County Courthouse, 

Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


