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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 
October 7, 2014     
2:30 - 4:00pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present:  Anna Barrigan, Iva Burks, Patty Busse, Maureen Frix, Monica Henry, 
Mike McEvoy, Jody Moss, Candace Pratt, Debbi Tesch, Kathy Wahto 

Members Excused: Dawn Saiz 

Members Absent: Becca Korby, Ann Simpson 

General Attendance: Bob Dunlap, Martha Ireland (Alternate for Kathy Wahto), Gary 
Smith, Jude Anderson—staff 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Patty Busse chaired the meeting.  Introductions were made of all present.   
 

2. Agenda Approval 
An item was added as Item 5. “Washington Youth and Families Fund MOU”. 
Modified agenda approved. 
 

3. Approval of September Minutes 
Minutes of the September 2, 2014 meeting were reviewed. It was noted that the content 
under “4. Public Comment” should be under the “Update from Facilities and Funding” 
section. In addition, a motion was made that the heading be changed henceforth in Agenda 
and Minutes to read “Updates and Announcements from Facilities”. Motion passed. 

 
4. Public Comment 

None 
 

5. Washington Youth and Families Fund MOU 
Kathy Wahto discussed a draft document that has been prepared by the Washington Youth 

and Families Fund for a program called Building Changes.  The Washington Youth and 

Families Fund began as a public-private partnership to develop state-wide programs that 

provide permanent housing and temporary services to homeless families with minor 

children.  The MOU seeks to further the goals of the Building Changes program—to promote 

housing and related programs for the young adult population ages 18-24. Kathy is bringing 

the draft MOU forward, requesting the support of the HTF, the BOCC, and the Peninsula 

Housing Authority. She indicated that a final version of the MOU should be available soon. 

Iva noted that for the County to sign on, the MOU would need to be reviewed and approved 

by the Prosecuting Attorney.  Task Force members agreed to review the final draft and 

consider supporting it at the November meeting. Kathy will send the final draft to Nan for 

distribution to members, and for further discussion at the next meeting. Jude will prepare the 
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document for Prosecutor Attorney review. If all approve of the document, it will go before the 

Commissioners for approval. 

6.   Board Membership Update 
Since a quorum is required for meetings to be conducted and motions to be made and acted 
upon, Jude asked if there is an issue since the HTF is down so many members now. The Task 
Force reviewed the bylaws language and felt that it accommodates a quorum made up of  
existing members—so no bylaws change is necessary.  
The Task Force discussed the challenges with recruiting three Homeless or Formerly 
Homeless members—currently none are serving in this position. The Task Force moved to 
reduce the three required to “a minimum of one”. Motion passed. Staff will work on making 
the change. 
 

7. Homeless Connect—Stipend for Coordination 
Bob Dunlap discussed the current status. Mercy will no longer be coordinating the event. 
The Coordinating Committee of Clallam County Homeless Outreach (CCHO—the non-profit 
that conducts Homeless Connect) considered offering a stipend for the coordinator position, 
but has since decided to re-distribute tasks among themselves. There have been a few 
meetings thus far for the 2015 Homeless Connect—to be held on March 6th at Vern Burton. 
Several members of the HTF are on the committee. The group is in need of a Logistics 
Coordinator and an individual who can coordinate the event on the West End. Anticipated 
budget for the P.A. Homeless Connect is 5K. CCHO has 3K in the budget. Iva noted that 
there may be additional funds in the County Homeless budget earmarked for the event. 
 

8.   State Budget Update—Proposed Reductions and Response from the Field 
 Kathy updated the group on cuts to housing programs in the proposed state budget. The 
biggest threat is the proposed cut (13%) to the HEN (Housing and Essential Needs) 
program—which provides housing assistance, help with basic needs and health/hygiene 
items to very low income persons with temporary mental health or physical disabilities.  
If anything, she believes the program should be expanded to accommodate those in early 
recovery from addictions. The elimination of the ABD (Aged, Blind and Disabled) program 
is also proposed. This program provides a monthly cash award of $197 to very low income 
individuals who are in the (up to multi-year) process of transitioning to SSI. Kathy 
indicated that community-level advocacy is needed to save these important programs—
without them many more people will experience homelessness. 

 
9.  RFP Process Update 
 The Bidders’ Conference was held on September 30th. Proposals are due on October 24th. 

Review Committee meetings will be set for the following week, with the goal of 
recommendations for funding to the BOCC by November 17th. This timeline will help ensure 
that contracts are in place by January 1, 2015. Total funds are down this year to a pool of 
$300,000. 

 
10.  Updates and Announcements from Facilities 

Kathy: Coordinated intake will be conducted at the Single Adult Shelter, a resource for 

emergency shelter for men over age 18 that also now will house several Room and Board 

beds—primarily for newly clean and sober people. The latter is a significant need in the 

community, especially with the new inpatient CD program just opening. There will be no 
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time limit on how long individuals can stay in Room and Board beds. In general the trend is 

to de-emphasize shelters in favor of more permanent housing as quickly as possible. The 

Street Outreach Shelter will continue operating as it has. Serenity House is working on 

creating additional permanent housing options for families. 

At the federal level there is a push towards making housing-related services Medicaid-

billable items (including transportation). 

Iva—On November 17th there will be an update on the Community Health Improvement 

Plan—progress to date—at OMC 3:00 to 6:00 pm. 

Mike—Veterans Stand Down in Port Angeles (held October 2nd) was attended by over 300 

people—a good turnout in part due to effective outreach. The new Veterans Community 

partnership program held a provider fair on September 23rd. This too was well-attended 

and received positive feedback from participants. “Agratherapy” projects are in place, with 

veterans growing and harvesting vegetables—mainly potatoes and pumpkins.  Sunbelt 

Apartments in Sequim will have four units set aside for vets. Sarge’s Place  in Forks 

currently has one opening. The Veterans Stand Down in Forks is scheduled for May 7th. 

Jody—On November 17th United Way is coordinating an agency fair from 2:00 to 4:30 at 

the Clallam Bay Library. The agency is developing outcomes and an evaluation plan for its 

Great Beginnings program. Jason Kilmer is expected at the next United Way meeting along 

with school superintendents. Prevention Works and the County Public Health Department 

are putting together a showing of the documentary entitled The Raising of America, on the 

impacts on children of growing up in poverty. 

Martha—Shelter Providers meeting is next week, October 15th. Planning to have Sally 

Beaven present on new inpatient program. Peter Casey will be present to discuss incoming 

Crisis Respite Unit. Please get notices of events to Martha.  

Annie—Salvation Army will be open and offering food on Christmas Day. Queen of Angels 

will be hosting Thanksgiving meals.  

Candace—The Sequim City Council adopted the Resolution to End Veterans Homelessness. 

Candace requested that the date that the BOCC adopted the Update to the 10-Year Plan be 

noted on the document. 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:    November 4th, 2014, 2:30-4:00pm at the Clallam 

County Courthouse, Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


