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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

September 2, 2014     
2:30 - 4:05pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

 

Members Present:  Anna Barrigan, Iva Burks, Patty Busse, Maureen Frix, Monica Henry, 
Mike McEvoy, Jody Moss, Candace Pratt, Dawn Saiz, Ann Simpson, Debbi Tesch 

Members Excused: Becca Korby, Kathy Wahto 

Members Absent: none 

General Attendance: Martha Ireland (Alternate for Kathy Wahto), Jude Anderson and 
Nan Furford—staff 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Patty Busse chaired the meeting.  Introductions were made of all present.   
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Iva requested that Item # 10 be removed as Mercy and Bob will not be attending the meeting 
today.  Modified agenda approved. 
 

3. Approval of March Minutes 
Minutes of the August 5, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 
4. Public Comment 

None. 
 
5.   Board Membership Update 

Mercy has resigned effective August 8th.  There are 9 positions to fill on the Task Force: 
Healthcare Provider, Law & Justice System, Business Community, three for Homeless or 
Formerly Homeless, Advocate for Youth Issues, Faith Community and At-Large.  Patty 
volunteered to make a poster to advertise the vacancies at various forums she will be 
attending.  Jude noted that there is a possibility that Gary Smith, Executive Director of 
VIMO will apply for the Healthcare Provider slot.  Ann noted that most homeless/formerly 
homeless people she works with are female with children and would have challenges 
participating.  Patty said that if they are on TANF  they can get childcare and transportation 
as well as credit for participation.  Nan will update the cover sheet listing the openings and 
e-mail it along with the application to Patty. 

 
6. Mayors Challenge to End Veterans Homelessness - Update and Next Steps 

The Commissioners agreed to support the national HUD effort to end Veterans’ 
homelessness. Our County Resolution is included in this month’s packet.  Martha said the 
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Sequim City Council approved the resolution as well and it is also going to Port Angeles and 
Forks.  Jody went to the Port Angeles City Council with the information and they want 
further information.  Martha said the resolution is being promoted by Bill Block, the HUD 
Regional Director. She recommended we get all three cities on board and be the first county 
in the nation to do so. It is not known if there will be any funding associated with the effort 
but it could mean additional VASH vouchers for the County. It does put us in a stronger 
position to apply for vouchers.   
 
On this topic, Martha mentioned that Kathy Wahto hopes for a letter of support from the 
Task Force for a Housing Authority application for 10 more VASH vouchers, when the 
opportunity comes up. Jody made a motion to provide the letter of support at the 
appropriate time.  All were in favor.  Motion approved.   

 
7. 3-Year Work Plan - Review of Draft  

The group reviewed the final draft of the 2014-2015 Update to the 10-Year Plan that 
incorporates most of the changes discussed last month.  Martha noted she made some 
additional updates.  Members reviewed the revisions noted at the last meeting and discussed 
the draft.  Candace requested that going forward a color be used to see changes.  Jody 
suggested moving goal 4 item 5  into goal 3 item 4.   The upcoming RFP will refer to this 
Update to the 10-year plan and have it available at the Bidder’s Conference.  Jude and Nan 
will make the updates and send the document out to the Task Force for a final review before 
submitting it to the Commissioners for approval. Any other changes will be held until the 
next update.  Jody motioned to approve with current recommended changes.  Motion 
approved. 
 

8.  Substance Abuse - Recovery Resources and Challenges in the Community 
Jude passed around materials about substance abuse resources in the community, including   
Narcotics Anonymous, Alcoholics Anonymous, DBHR Certified Chemical Dependency 
Treatment Organizations and the listing of Oxford Houses in the County. 
 
Anna noted that she went to ARC (Adult Rehab Center) in Seattle to visit their up- to- 6- 
month residential program.  The residents were neatly-dressed and work in the thrift store.   
Salvation Army can help people from our area access this program. 
 

Jude spoke about Port Angeles currently having only outpatient services, but the new 
inpatient program is opening next Monday.  While there is sober housing and Oxford 
Houses in the County (Port Angeles), it would be helpful to have more transitional or 
recovery housing when people come out of treatment.  There will be a lot of spare room in 
the new treatment facility, even after the Detox component opens (scheduled for October) 
that could house a day treatment program or transitional lodging for those newly out of 
treatment.  Data compiled by the State indicate that several thousand Medicaid county 
residents need chemical dependency treatment although, like most counties, there is 
capacity to serve only a portion. We also need to strengthen the mechanisms that bring 
people into treatment since they seldom self-refer. Currently @ one thousand people are 
served per year.  Jody asked about the people who recover, what is the best referral source - 
where do the most people come from who are successful?  Unfortunately there is no state 
data collected on long-term recovery success.  The state does collect data on criminal 
recidivism, which is something of an indicator.  Most publicly-funded clients come through 
the criminal justice system, and others through DSHS.  Once the new programs are up and 



 

Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 
“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 

 Page 3 of 4 

 

running the hope is that people will go from detox to inpatient, but both are voluntary 
programs. The rise in heroin addiction in the community is reflected in the dramatic 
increase in distribution of needles in the syringe exchange program. The CD/MH Program 
Fun (Hargrove Advisory Board) is looking at funding case management services to help jail 
inmates and Syringe Exchange Program participants access needed services and move 
towards addressing addiction and/or other behavioral health issues.  
 

Jude noted that employment and housing are challenges for newly clean and sober people. 
Patty’s LPA (local planning area) meetings will be addressing different themes each month 
in an effort to strengthen the local provider network. Mental health services are an 
upcoming topic. Another is addressing legal issues which hinder progress in finding housing, 
employment, etc.  Patty is planning to bring Evergreen Empowerment to conduct a 
community training on this topic, in a format similar to the Donna Beegle presentation 
earlier this year. 
 

Jude shared that True Star Juvenile and Family Services has a CD treatment program in-
house, along with mental health services.  Our County also has  juvenile and adult drug 
courts which serve about 50 people each year. Those who succeed can get charges dropped 
from their record. 
 
Anna noted that there is sober housing next door to Salvation Army with six beds.  Mike 
Saddler from the Salvation Army is managing this program. 

 
9. RFP Process for 2015 Funding  

Bryon Monohon, Bob Dunlap, Candace Pratt, Iva Burks, Patty Busse and possibly Jody Moss 
will be on the application review committee.   RFPs will be released later this month with 
announcements in the PDN. The Bidders’ Conference is planned for September 30th with a 
possible October 31st deadline for the applications.   Review Committee meetings will start 
after the applications have been received.  Bidders will need to address the relevance of 
proposed projects to the 10-year plan and/or its Updates, and the Resolution to end 
veterans’ homelessness will be emphasized as well. 

 

11.  Update from Facilities and Funding 
 

Mike McEvoy handed out flyers for the upcoming Veterans Stand Down on October 2nd at 
the Clallam County Fairgrounds. 
 
Mike spoke about a new the Veterans Administration initiative to reach out to community 
partners more proactively.  Port Angeles and Walla Walla have been chosen to represent the 
Northwest in this national pilot program called Veterans Community Partnerships.  On 
September 23rd the local VA will be having a Providers Fair at the Veterans Center.  There 
will be different panels – such as local health and social services, caregiver support, etc.  
Lunch will be provided.   There is also a new phone tree to reach Veterans Administration – 
callers should press 3 to get a local person.   
 
Anna announced that the Salvation Army will be doing a Christmas Day Brunch (breakfast- 
type food) on Christmas day.  Hours TBD.   The Salvation Army has started remodeling the 
old Napa building. 
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Martha Ireland announced that the next Shelter Providers meeting will be September 17th .  
She also announced a number of calendar events, including the Stand Down, Election Day, 
and the Regional Housing Forum on November 19th.  Please let Martha know of any other 
upcoming events.  Anna noted that Queen of Angels is hosting a Thanksgiving dinner again.  
 
Martha noted that things are moving forward on Sunbelt Apartments rehabilitation. 
 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:    October 7th, 2014, 2:30-4:00pm at the Clallam 

County Courthouse, Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


