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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

July 1, 2014     
2:30 - 4:00pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present:  Anna Barrigan, Patty Busse, Becca Korby, Jody Moss, Candace Pratt,  
Dawn Saiz, Debbi Tesch, Kathy Wahto 

Members Excused: Iva Burks, Mike McEvoy, Ann Simpson 

Members Absent: Maureen Frix, Monica Henry, Mercy Luquetta-Cole 

General Attendance: Martha Ireland, Beverly Lee for Ann Simpson, Jude Anderson—staff 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Introductions were made of all present.  Patty Busse chaired the meeting. 
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Approved unanimously. 
 

3. Approval of March Minutes 
Minutes of the May 6, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 
4. Public Comment 

Several members had announcements that were shared at this time.  
 
Jody—The Port Townsend Veterans Stand Down will be held on July 28th. The Port Angeles 
Veterans Stand Down will be held, as usual, on the first Thursday in October, the 2nd.  
 
Patty—Work First has dollars for training and activities, which helped fund Donna Beegle 
and the Hiring Event this year. The latter will be held again. Evergreen Empowerment 
Group will hold a training focusing on educating service providers on legal matters. 
Coordination of this training with local pro bono lawyers and Peninsula Dispute Resolution 
Center was recommended. Donna Beegle will be holding a Regional Counseling Workshop—
DSHS has funds for four positions. DSHS does not yet know budget from state for FY 2015—
could affect FTEs. DSHS has state SEAP funds to help TANF clients with rent, utilities etc. 
No limit on how many times a client can access these funds. There are additional diversion 
funds available to help TANF clients enhance their income up to $1200. Becca requested a 
basic training in DSHS programs such as TANF, HEN, ABD, which Patty offered to provide. 

 
5.   Board Membership Update 

Debbi Tesch of Peninsula Housing Authority has been appointed to the HTF by the 
Commissioners. She was welcomed by the group. 
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Open Positions: There are currently a number of vacancies (8) on the Task Force. Nan will 
send out an e-mail copy of the Board Application packet to the Task Force. Eric Smith of the 
PAPD was recommended for the Law and Justice System position. Patty suggested formerly 
homeless TANF clients may be interested especially if they receive credit for participation. 
Three positions for Homeless or Formerly Homeless are now open. This group may need 
assistance completing the application. It would be good to have a representative from the 
schools in the Advocate for Youth Issues position. 

 
5. Proposed Inpatient and Detox Program 

Jude spoke about the proposed inpatient and detox programs in Port Angeles—each 16 beds 
primarily for persons on Medicaid.  The Conditional Use Permit has been obtained from the 
City and will need to be renewed in a year. The Planning Commission held two hearings. 
While most spoke in support there was concern from local residents that patients will be let 
out to wander the neighborhood; that the facility will take patients from outside the area 
who will remain after treatment and drain community resources; and that the detox 
program will generate noise. Specialty Services staff addressed all these issues with 
assurances that patients are sequestered while in detox and treatment; that the number of 
patients from outside the area will be minimal and given transportation funds to return to 
their home communities; and that the building is secure 24/7, so in the event there is noise, 
windows will not be open The goal is for both programs to begin in September. Strong 
referral processes are needed to ensure optimal local use of the programs. 
 
Sober housing resources were discussed. While there are three Oxford Houses in Port 
Angeles these usually are too costly for many low income people in early recovery. The 
Salvation Army plans to offer sober housing in the form of four bedrooms.  Serenity House 
intends to convert 16 beds at the Single Adult Shelter to clean and sober status as bridge 
housing to permanent situations.  
 
Jody reviewed the activities of the County’s CHIP (Community Health Improvement Plan) 
Subcommittee on Substance Abuse. The group recently viewed a film on 12-step programs 
that addressed the stigma still surrounding addiction. Members agreed that the community 
needs more resources that support recovery, for example a recovery-based school for youth 
who are clean and sober. 
 
Patty recommended that the next meeting address substance abuse issues in the community, 
with a focus on available community resources. 
 

6. 10-Year Plan Review and Update 
 Kathy reviewed the information she had shared at the Shelter Providers’ Forum held on 

June 18th.  She has also reported recently on the status of homelessness and associated 
community resources to the Clallam County Commissioners. Themes that are having an 
impact on homeless rates and ongoing need for shelter and housing include prolonged high 
unemployment and existing gaps in the housing inventory. She noted that funding tends to 
be tied to unsheltered people, who are most vulnerable, but couch surfers (without stable 
housing) and others at-risk are also a concern. The Point in Time Survey identified 59 people 
as “literally homeless”. This included 7 families. Another 282 are housed in emergency 
shelters and transitional housing. The at-risk count (which includes couch surfers) is 60. 
Kathy suggested that the HMIS may be a more legitimate resource for getting true counts.  
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Overall, the county has adopted a Housing First philosophy, and with it has provided 
immediate housing to many who are on the streets, especially veterans. 
 
Increasing numbers of people are seeking housing and rental assistance, especially in 
Sequim. Since most available housing is owned by the private market, cultivating 
relationships with landlords is a priority. $500,000 is needed per year to re-house families 
who have lost their homes; another $75,000 is needed for short-stay motel vouchers. Other 
goals are to shorten the amount of time that people experience homelessness, and to 
increase legislative advocacy. An example of the latter is expanding the eligibility for 
participants in the HEN program (which currently excludes substance abuse as the primary 
condition). 
 
Supportive services need to be available for those in shelters and transitional housing. 
Increased case management services could provide support for the development of crisis 
management/safety plans, housing retention plans, vocational/educational plans and 
linkage to services, development of employment skills (such as “The Hub” provides), and  
serve as intermediary between tenants and landlords. The on-line Washington Connection is 
a state-wide resource that provides access to services. 
 
Veterans’ issues are a priority at this time, with goals to reduce ER utilization and legal 
infractions, and increase housing stability. Additional VASH vouchers are needed. Federal 
legislation has passed allowing vets to use local specialty services if they live over 50 miles 
from VA services. We do have a clinic here but services are limited. 
 
The 2010 revision to the 10-year plan is included in the Shelter Providers’ Forum notebook. 
Copies have been provided to HTF members.  
 
At the next meeting the HTF will review the draft of the 3-Year Work Plan and make a plan 
for finalizing the document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING WILL BE:    September 2nd, 2014, 2:30-4:00pm at the Clallam 

County Courthouse, Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


