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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 

March 4, 2014     
2:37 - 4:07pm 

Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 
223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 

Port Angeles, WA  98362 
 

Members Present: Anna Barrigan,  Iva Burks, Patty Busse, Bob Dunlap, Maureen Frix, 
Monica Henry, Mercy Luquetta-Cole, Mike McEvoy, Jody Moss, Candace Pratt, Ann 
Simpson, and Kathy Wahto. 

Members Absent: Becca Korby, Dawn Saiz and Nic Wollum 

General Attendance: Leslie Bond (for Becca Korby), Jude Anderson and Nan Furford—
staff. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Introductions were made of all present.   
 

2. Agenda Approval 
Iva requested Legislative Update be added at item #10.  Corrected agenda approved. 
 

3. Approval of February Minutes 
Minutes of the February 4, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 
4. Public Comment 

None 
 

5. Board Membership Status 

 Alternates 
Nan has discussed alternates with Trish Holden at BOCC.  The current bylaws read “A 
member may request that an alternate be appointed to act in their absence.”  The Task 
Force moved to change the bylaws’ wording from “act” to “attend”.  The revision will be 
e-mailed out to members beforehand and brought to the next meeting for approval.   
Members can appoint an alternate to attend in their absence. Members should e-mail Iva 
and cc Nan with the name of their alternate, if they choose to have one. Alternates 
cannot vote nor count towards quorum. 
 

 New Members 
Bob asked about Debbie Tesch’s application again.  She can fill the Housing Authority 
position until the new Housing Authority Director is hired, who will serve on the Task 
Force.  Nan will contact Debbie to let her know to submit her application. 
 
Noting the open positions for homeless or formerly homeless persons, Kathy offered to 
invite candidates to apply. She believes people filling these positions on the Task Force 
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need particular education on how the board works and their role in Task Force’s 
activities.  Patty suggested offering mentorship to new board members. 
Iva suggested recruiting candidates for these positions at the upcoming Homeless 
Connect.  Nan will make up application packets and a flyer.  Patty offered to help 
interested candidates fill out the application at the event if they need assistance.    

 
6. Homeless Connect Status Update 

Homeless Connect is Friday, March 7.  Mercy is getting calls from people who want to attend 
the event as well as volunteers.  The Humane Society will be in attendance, inside, at a table.  
Iva will be dog/cat sitting outside the event.  Mercy would like to have an on-site vet at the 
next event, and needs a contact. Patty said the mobile CSO will be there on Friday and 
always like coming to the event here.  The public transit situation has been worked out so 
that there is no charge for bus fare for those who attend the event. Due to some confusion 
that has occurred about the date of the event, Mercy would like it to be held during the same 
month each year with ample press in the newspaper beforehand. 
 
Amnesty Court--Kathy would like to have a table at a future event where they could schedule 
people for an amnesty court, if we can get one up and running.  Patty stated that most of the 
people she works with have legal issues and a court like this would be valuable to the 
community. At the next meeting the group should discuss setting up a subcommittee to 
address this or some other next step. 
 
Veterans Court—Maureen talked about the importance of establishing a Veterans Court in 
the County. Her son established the first Veterans Court in Washington state, and helps 
communities develop their own.  Kitsap County has started one and their coordinator—a 
former counselor with Klallam Counseling—possibly could talk to the Task Force. Mike 
noted that the NW Justice Project has developed a program to provide legal aid to veterans. 
He noted that there are a number of programs available to veterans that are not well-
publicized.  Maureen will talk with the local judges and report at the next meeting about 
their receptivity.  This is also a subject for a possible subcommittee.   

  
7. Point in Time Survey Update 

Kathy handed out a non-finalized report and reviewed the information with the group.  The 
numbers represent actual counts and presumably do not include duplicates, but the State 
may pick up any that are there. West End figures are more challenging to capture—Kathy 
estimates 8 or 9 vets with PTSD live in the woods. The report includes ‘doubled up’ data, 
which is provided by the schools and shows at-risk children from families who have moved 
repeatedly or live in sub-standard housing.  The survey includes the Hoh reservation. These 
figures are given to Jefferson County for their count. The overall count includes homeless 
and at-risk of homelessness. Total homeless is 226 and the ‘at risk’ category is 291 people.  
The first survey done some years ago showed 997 people so there clearly are reductions.  For 
a true figure, use the factor of 3, as all people cannot be counted.  HMIS has ‘true’ data.  The 
Point in Time Survey has been tried at the same day as Homeless Connect but caused 
confusion.  Most Counties have separated it.  The survey is usually done on the 4th Thursday 
in January.  The County helps with the survey to get the ‘at risk’ reporting.  Kathy asked to 
make the request of Commerce to give this data to help reduce potential homelessness.  Of 
families going into rapid re-housing or housing first programs over the last 3 years, only 13% 
have become homeless again. Emergency shelter and transitional housing show decreases as 
well.  32% of the people receiving services are age 17 and under.  Kathy will forward more 
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information as it comes in.    The group discussed how better to capture West End figures 
and couch surfers.   
 

8. Report from 3-Year Work Plan Subcomm ittee 
Bob met with Martha and their goal is to have a firm draft before the forum comes up.  Bob 
will give a short report next time. The issue of starting the courts described above will be 
included in the report. 
 

9. Update from Facilities and Funding 

 Kathy received $10,000 from FEMA for the whole county. 
 

10. Legislative Update 
Jude spoke about the bill for recording fees that funds our contracts and that currently has a 
sunset schedule.   A bill is up before the legislature to alter the sunset schedule. The Shelter 
Providers sent a letter about this to the Legislature, via Senator Hargrove, asking that the 
rates remain in place.  The bill has been caught up in political wrangling and so the result is 
not yet known. There is one more session and Kathy thinks action will be taken. 

 
Norma Turner sent out an e-mail (Tacoma Housing Authority draft letter) that was 
forwarded to all HTF members about the upcoming WAC revision that reduces the 
contamination level for methamphetamine. The issue is administrative rather than 
legislative, which is seen as a positive. Lower contamination levels will reduce the amount of 
resources needed to clean or replace meth-contaminated housing. 
 

11. Upcoming Events 

 Donna Beegle—Presenter for training entitled Poverty 101—will be held on April 25 at 
Jamestown Tribal Center.  Patty is hoping to raise funds for a second day as there is a 
huge interest in this training. 

 Homeless Veteran’s Stand Down is the 1st of May in Forks at the Elks Club. 

 Grantsmanship Training April 21-25.  Applications are due by March 14.  There is also a 
grant training course at the college for a lower cost. 

 Alliance for Leadership Partners (ALP)--Non-Profit Board Membership Training May 1 
& 2 -   Speakers are Ben Klasky of IslandWood and Susan Howlett. May 1 is open to 
public at no cost; May 2—“Boards on Fire”— is $75, requires application, and will be held 
at NatureBridge.  Jody will send out information to Nan to forward to the members.   

 Conference to Ending Homelessness - 2 day conference in Yakima.  Sponsored by the 
Washington Low Income Housing Alliance.  Website/registration information to be 
emailed to members. 

 One Day Food Forum - Patty will be working on it.  She wants to bring together all the 
resources that provide food, such as churches and other groups, to improve outreach and 
knowledge about these programs.  She also wants to do a Clothing Forum.   

 
12. Upcoming Meetings will be held in the HHS Conference Room, basement level of the 

Courthouse, unless otherwise noted. All meetings are from 2:30-4:00pm.  

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:    April 1st, 2014, 2:30-4:00pm at the Clallam County 

Courthouse, Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


