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Clallam County Homelessness Task Force 

“Decent housing is a basic human right for everyone” 
 Meeting Minutes 
February 4, 2014     

2:35 - 4:04pm 
Clallam County Health & Human Services Conference Room 

223 E. 4th Street, Room 042 
Port Angeles, WA  98362 

 

Members Present: Anna Barrigan, Becca Korby, Iva Burks, Patty Busse, Becca Korby, 
Mercy Luquetta-Cole, Candace Pratt, Dawn Saiz, and Nic Wollum. 

Members Absent: Bob Dunlap (excused), Monica Henry (excused), Maureen Frix, Mike 

McEvoy and Kathy Wahto.  

General Attendance: Martha Ireland (for Kathy Wahto), Brent Shively, Norma Turner, 
Patrice Varela-Daylo(for Jody Moss),  Jude Anderson and Nan Furford—staff. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Introductions were made of all present.  New Chair, Patty Busse, was congratulated by 
the group.  Candace Pratt will serve as Vice Chair. Patrice Varela-Daylo sitting in for 
Jody Moss as Jody will be out until the end of February. Martha Ireland sitting in for 
Kathy Wahto. 

 
2. Approval of January Minutes 

Minutes of the January meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

3. Board Membership Status 

 New Members 
o Jude has e-mailed the three chambers of commerce and there is one interested 

party from the Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce. Application has been 
forwarded. 

o William Payne has resigned due to a conflict of interest as he represents the 
County as a Prosecuting Attorney. 

o Kathy Wahto (via Martha) has asked about her backup/alternate, Leslie Bond, 
who  filled out an application, where is it?  Nan to check with Trish as to her 
status. 

o Reviewed status of membership.  Memberships open are: healthcare provider, 
Peninsula Housing Authority, business community, one homeless or formerly 
homeless, and advocate for youth issues. 

o Discussion -  Replacement for Pam Tietz should fill the designated spot for 
Peninsula Housing Authority. No hire as yet. 

o Task Force members were encouraged to refer interested candidates to Nan or 
Jude. 

Discussion of creating Agenda Approval section at the beginning of the agenda, after 
introductions and before approval of the minutes.  Moving the public comment section 
up  was also discussed to accommodate  those who need to leave early.  Motion approved 
to add Agenda Approval as #2 and move the Public Comment up to #4. 
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4. Point in Time Survey 

 Update 
Martha reported that numbers are still needed from the West End.  In Port Angeles the 
volunteers did a very thorough job.  Serenity House believes the count will be the lowest 
ever.  There is more poverty, and in general still a lot of need and at risk, but the actual 
number of homeless is lower.  Group discussion on whether the survey reflects a realistic 
number. Mercy asked about getting a better idea of those at risk instead of just homeless.  
Martha noted that the Survey is the Federal Government’s way of doing it to get the  
homeless count- - in the winter during the worse weather possible.  Point in Time Survey 
needs to be done this way as it is tied to funding. Seattle does it differently by counting 
people sleeping in doorways.  It is done here by direct contact, in part to help people get 
into housing, which may account for decreasing rates.  
 
Patty would like it done in summer, to include those in the woods alone or in camps.  
People feel sorrier for people in the winter and give them temporary shelter.   
 
Becca would like an additional two qualifying questions added into the count next year. 
 
Patty would like the community to know the facts about how many homeless people are 
among us.  She would like to create “ The Face of Homeless” public education/social 
marketing campaign.   Becca agreed that this is an important idea for further discussion.  

 
Mercy would like to continue this conversation and noted that the Clallam County 
Homeless Outreach could become involved in obtaining a count.  The organization, a 
501(c)3, was created to coordinate Project Homeless Connect and ensure that it is 
adequately funded.  They have not received any grants yet as the organization is new.  
There are a lot of activities they potentially could do like preventive programs for high 
school students.  
 
Nic noted that some of the homeless people do not want to be counted, and are 
threatened by strangers approaching them.  Those in the camps consider them their 
homes and want their privacy protected and respected. One option is to set up sources of 
food nearby to encourage interaction. Nic thinks that approximately 25-40% of the 
homeless do not want to be counted. 
 
Becca would like a panel of experts (including Nic) to educate the Task Force on these 
sorts of challenges and possible solutions.   
 
Nic would like a mobile outreach to be set up to help the homeless. 

 

 Community Forum 
Not discussed. 

 
5. Report from 3-Year Work Plan Subcomm ittee 

None. 
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6. Homeless Connect Funding 
Bob Dunlap submitted a request from Clallam County Homeless Outreach to the Task Force 
for funding portions of this year’s Homeless Connect event.  Copies of the request were  
included in all the member packets.   Mercy noted that in previous years they were able to 
acquire needed funds from various sources that are not available this year.  Jude checked to 
see if there was money in the County’s Homelessness budget that could be used for funding 
of this event.  There is enough money to cover the $1200.00 request and she will draw up 
the Agreement. 
 
Jude asked if Clallam Transit will be paying for anyone wanting to go to the event by bus.  
Mercy will be contacting them to see if they will donate transportation and/or day passes. 
 
Patty noted that the Department of Corrections has cut rate basic glasses for $20-25, which 
may be out of reach for some but could be a great resource for Homeless Outreach.  Mercy 
agreed.  The reading glasses line item in the request for funding is only for inexpensive 
reading glasses.   

 
Becca will contact the Boeing Bluebills to see what they may have to donate to Mercy.  

 
Martha indicated that Serenity House has a lot of items that they may be able to donate too. 
 

7. Update from Facilities and Funding 

 Becca reported on Healthy Families’ emergency housing.  It is holding at a steady 
number since 2005 - 16 to 18 people per night.  The biggest focus now is getting the 
children’s advocacy center nationally accredited.  As of this afternoon it has held its 93rd 
interview in 88 weeks, as many per capita as in King County.  Funds are needed to better 
equip the center.  She encouraged members to visit the children’s center at its location 
on East Front Street.   
 

 Martha Ireland reported for Kathy Wahto/Serenity House - The Sunbelt Apartments in 
Sequim may receive State funding.  The Housing Authority is doing the paperwork to 
transfer the ownership to Serenity House.  Kathy Wahto would like the Task Force to 
inform Serenity House of any empty buildings that could be used for small scale housing.  
There is one at Melody Circle and as well as the former Port Angeles Care Center.  The 
latter has 85 beds/2 per room and 2 full apartments.  Becca looked at it and the cost was 
2.2 million.  When Anna Barrigan looked at it for Salvation Army the price was over $1 
million at the time, as is. 
 

8. Public Comment 

 Norma Turner presented on the regulations concerning methamphetamine 
contamination levels in Washington State—WAC  246-205-541.  Locally, six units 
belonging to the Housing Authority have had to be shut down with families leaving 
without their belongings due to contamination levels, including families adjacent to units 
that are directly contaminated.  The Housing Authority does not have the funds to do the 
required clean-up, which costs $25-60k per unit.  In 1990 the WA State Legislature 
passed regulations that base contamination on levels that are in reality higher than what 
is considered hazardous to health. Anything that is contaminated at .1 micrograms per 
100 cubic centimeters of space is considered contaminated per WA State.  Meanwhile, 
California has done an extensive peer review on health impacts and determined that a 
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level of up to with 1.5 has no significant health impact.  California adopted the 1.5 level as 
have four other states.  If WA was to amend the regulation to 1.5 it would open up 
housing and save money.  In Tacoma, it would save $1.3 million dollars in 2014.  It 
would save our Public Housing Authority $180,000. They have asked Representatives 
Tharinger and Van DeWege and Senator Hargrove to try to get the current regulations 
changed.  Representative Tharinger will be meeting with the State Department of Health 
on Wednesday, which has the authority to change the WAC—perhaps a better fix than 
going through the Legislature. Norma has all the science to provide to our legislators and 
the change is endorsed by Tom Locke, the local Public Housing Authority, Tacoma 
Housing Authority, and the Catholic Diocese. Norma will forward the material to Nan to 
distribute to the Task Force. Norma may be contacting others, such as the BOCC via the 
Task Force. Norma will attend the March meeting to share an update on this issue.  
 

 While in Olympia during Homeless Advocacy Day, Martha Ireland and others talked to 
Representatives VanDeWege and Tharinger about the meth contamination level issue.   
She suggested to Tharinger that he talk to Wendy Lawrence for an administrative fix.  
The chances of having it done via Legislature are slim. 

 
9. Upcoming Events 

 Mercy handed out flyers for Homeless Connect, which will be held on March 7th.  Dental, 

medical and food are being arranged.  Mercy needs volunteers for the event.  Patty will 

ask her case managers if they would like to volunteer.   

 Martha Ireland will be on the Todd Ortloff Show and she would like to have another 

person with her to talk about homelessness issues in the County.  Martha will e-mail the 

date to Nan to send out to everyone. 

 Hiring & Resource Event is on March 26th.  Patty has requested a grant through the LPA 

to pay for needed items. 

 Conference on Ending Homelessness in Yakima May 21st and 22nd - Jody Moss 

submitted this information and details will be provided later. 

 Patty Busse applied for an LPA grant for United Way, Prevention Works! and the 

Jamestown Tribe to bring in Donna Beagle for a training on the Culture of Poverty.  The 

date will be April 25th at Jamestown at $20.00 per person for @ 100 participants.  More 

information to come. 

 One Day Food Forum - Patty Busse wants to do the forum during the summer.  It will be 

an opportunity to discuss existing food distribution/soup kitchen-like resources and 

identify needs.  Patty already has circulated a list of a number of the resources. 

 Patrice Varela-Daylo noted that Peninsula Behavioral Health should be on the list as they 

have a Sunday lunch from 12-2pm.  She is working on getting a 501 (c) 3 application for 

the food program.  It started out at the Armory Square.   
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10. Upcoming Meetings will be held in the HHS Conference Room, basement level of the 

Courthouse, unless otherwise noted. All meetings are from 2:30-4:00pm.  

NEXT MEETING WILL BE:    March 4th, 2014, 2:30-4:00pm at the Clallam 

County Courthouse, Health & Human Services Conference Room, Port Angeles. 


