
 

 

Clallam County Solid Waste Advisory Committee  
Draft Meeting Notes November 15th, 2018  

 
Call to Order 
Meggan Uecker called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.   
 
Present: 

Members:  
Jennifer States, City of Sequim, Michael Meredith, City of Port Angeles, Chad Young, 
Waste Connections, Meggan Uecker, Clallam County alternate 

 
Staff: David Garlington, City of Sequim, Andrew Gosnell, Clallam County Environmental 
Health (CCEH), Lindsey Aspelund, Clallam County Department of Community 
Development Code Enforcement, Jennifer Garcelon, CCEH 

 
Public: Peter Guttchen, Department of Ecology (Southwest Region Planning Lead) 

 
Missing: Brent Gagnon, Waste Industry; Rod Fleck, City of Forks; Steve Pendleton, 
Tribal Rep, Clea Rome, WSU, AG rep, Susie Winters, Business Community, Mark 
Ozias, Clallam County Commissioner, Emily Dexter, Citizen 
 

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Agenda item added by Clallam County Waste Prevention Program- proposal for 
coordinated recycling outreach campaign.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF Sept 2018 

 Reviewed 
 
INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION– Long Term Planning: 2019 
Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (CSWMP) update and other planning 
issues 

 CSWMP update needed in 2019 

 Local Solid Waste Financial Assistance (LSWFA) from Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) 
and other funding applications based on CSWMP recommendations 

 LSWFA funding cycles: 1719 ends June 19; 1921 apps start in Mar, cycle starts July 19.  
Full funding $28 million is #1 ask from Ecology to governor.  Last 2 biennium were 50% 
and 60% reductions from full funding.   

 Jennifer States supports letter to state legislators (Tharinger, Van de Wege, Chapman) 
in support to explain value; Sequim’s legislative priorities for 2019 include waste 
reduction/food waste and they are interested in a letter.  Meggan has copy of SWAC 
letter of support for Coordinated Prevention Grant (CPG), will revamp and send via email 
for review/support  Addition: Letters sent on 12/11 after (5) emails received in support  

 Basic “bones” of CSWMP ok and just need update; however, major changes in recycling 
and other high priority identification needed 

 Current plan is the 2014 of a 2006 plan developed by Parametrix.  Original cost was 
$120,000; less than $30,000 for the update.  Link is on SWAC webpage at county.  
Includes Hazardous Waste Management Plan.   

 Meggan distributed Table ES-1 from CSWMP, Summary of Recommendations for 
review 

 Peter discussed broad scope/out of the box thinking to include in CSWMP; for example, 
food waste infrastructure funded through LSWFA; climate change initiatives.  Food 
waste third largest contributor to climate change.  Dept. of Health and Dept. of Ag (also 



 

 

funders) are partnering with Ecology on food waste reduction efforts such as the Food 
Donation Guide.  Meggan noted current LSWFA funding to Clallam County Public Works 
includes food waste reduction activities 

 Jennifer States mentioned Department of Commerce sector leads getting more involved 
in waste/technology 

 2014 infrastructure updates were landfill bluff; Makah transfer station.  But no Capital 
Facilities Plan (CFP) accompanies the CSWMP.  Should be a part of a comp plan. 

 Forks have a year to year contract with West Waste/Le May picks up from them. Clallam 
Bay/Sekiu splits customer between West Waste & Waste Connections.  

 Chad Young shared that throughout the county there are different contracts & fees that 
impact costs (solid waste utility taxes: state 3.6% at landfills/transfer stations, city taxes)  

 How to update?  Depends on funding (tip, grants?).  Peter shared that other counties are 
focusing on food waste, status of recycling, market development.  Also, he notes 
improvements needed at Blue Mountain; and that the CSWMP should include a CFP.  
Currently separated among the entities or unlisted. Some counties go by reference to 
outside plans.  But important to include infrastructure needs in plan for funding. 

 Michael Meredith asked how common it was to have a City run a landfill/transfer station 
v. a County  

 How to proceed?  Peter suggested inviting guests (Material Reclamation Facility owners, 
food bank folks, etc.) to gather information for a strong plan.  

 
OTHER ITEMS DISCUSSED 

 Contamination is a problem.  China has taken a new approach to protect environment.  
Still important to clean up materials.    Case in point—McKinley in PA may be open, and 
we are well positioned to be a supplier.  We used to be direct supplier.  But even years 
ago, contamination could destroy the product.   Would be good to get McKinley at 
SWAC to discuss market developments, materials collected, how it gets sorted. Amy 
Dougherty at mill would be a good contact to learn more 

 Case in point—drop boxes at transfer stations keep mixed paper separate.  Also, OCC 
collection at Blue Mountain gets more contaminated due to signage.  OCC goes to PT 
Paper; Waste Connections hauls out containers of “mush” garbage. 

 As a county, we haul out (to PT paper) (6) 25 ton loads/month.  Every 3 days, WC hauls 
out (3) loads from PT paper. 

 Proposal for Campaign on Recycling Outreach.  In east county and beyond, same 
materials being collected by same people going to same place.  Coordinated efforts at 
outreach make sense.  However, PA puts out the biggest outreach (annual calendar) 
about now.  But time to look at accepted lists, and look at variety at outreach methods 
and standardized language/design.  Chad mentioned signs made by Jefferson County. 

 Narrow focus of accepted, say no to all else; emphasize issue with plastic wrap/bags—
keys to success 

 Code enforcement of solid waste issues improving at county but they would be 
interested in looking at a variety of abatement/clean up models to address problems 
comprehensively in county.  Developing GIS mapping of “problem” concentrations 
 

DISCUSSION OF NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 

 Continue to discuss comp plan update strategy/schedule 

 Ask City of Port Angeles to present Solid Waste Enterprise Budget for January meeting 
 

ADJOURNMENT Minutes by Meggan Uecker, CCPW 


