
Clallam County Solid Waste Advisory Council  
Minutes for Oct 15, 2015 

 

Call to Order 
Lee Whetham called the meeting to order at 3:12 pm. 
 
Present 
SWAC Members: Bob Martin, Clallam County; Lee Whetham, City of Port Angeles; Kent 
Kovalenko, Waste Industry; Sam Chandler, Business Community; Meggan Uecker, At Large. 
Missing: Rod Fleck, City of Forks; Steve Pendleton, Tribal Councils; Brent Gagnon, Waste 
Industry; Laura DuBois, City of Sequim. 
Staff: Helen Freilich and Craig Fulton, City of Port Angeles Public Utilities. 
 
Minutes 
Kent Kovalenko made a motion to approve the minutes from 7/16/2015. The motion was 
seconded by Bob Martin. 
 
Public Forum 
No public discussion. 
 
Washington State Recycling Association Event Meggan and Helen 
“Public and Private Partnerships: Success in Skagit County.” Helen showed pictures of the Skagit 
County Transfer Station (TS) and presented the highlights of a recent tour there. Meggan 
described Lautenbach Industry’s construction and demolition debris recycling site which is 
adjacent to the TS and their recycled materials distribution to PT. Also in the same area is a 
private yard waste composting facility.  
 
WSU and Fire Chief’s meeting update-Meggan 
Meggan described a recent meeting with the District Fire Chiefs. She presented on shared 
promoting composting as an alternative to burning; District II agreed to put links on the District 
website to the WSU Extension website and composting brochures. Ben Andrews, District III, 
expressed interest in collaborating on a yard waste chipping event as another alternative to 
burning.  Further discussions are being held on event logistics and other issues. 
 
SWAC offered input on this potential event, such as researching the audience, demand for this 
service, and how to motivate people to bring their waste to the site. It was agreed that most 
rural property owners pile up their yard waste because it is easier than hauling it somewhere. 
They also enjoy burning! 
 
SWAC Members in the News  
Helen displayed the August 2015 Biocycle Magazine with an article about the Port Angeles 
Compost Facility, “Small but Mighty, Winning Formula for Biosolids Composting”.  She 
mentioned there is a link to the article on the City of Port Angeles website.  Craig suggested 
putting a link on the Revitalize Port Angeles Facebook page. 
http://www.biocycle.net/2015/08/18/winning-formula-for-biosolids-composting/ 

http://www.biocycle.net/2015/08/18/winning-formula-for-biosolids-composting/


 
Recycling was featured in a front page story of the October 7th Sequim Gazette. Kent was 
interviewed by reporter Alana Linderoth. The story was informative and mostly positive. 
http://www.sequimgazette.com/news/331005591.html 
 
Helen pointed out there was a negative article on October 4th in the New York Times: The Reign 
of Recycling by John Tierney. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/04/opinion/sunday/the-reign-of-recycling.html?_r=0 
 
Helen also mentioned that Jason Paynter of the Solid Waste Division was nominated as an 
“Unsung Hero” at the recent Solid Waste Association of North America annual meeting. Jason is 
the Collections Supervisor, managing City garbage collections and the Transfer Station Scales 
and metal pile. In recent years Jason took over field operations of the landfill gas 
collection/control system and the compliance groundwater sampling network. 
https://swana.org/Membership/TechnicalDivisions/UnsungHeroes/2015/JasonPaynter.aspx 
 
Meggan described the groundbreaking ceremony for the Composites Technology Recycling 
Center on Sept. 21, 2015.  Online articles can be found on WSU, Port of PA and other websites. 
 
Discussion on SWAC’s proposed Study to Reduce or Stabilize Tip Fee Increase through 
Regionalization 
Lee expressed interest in including discussion into alternatives to composting biosolids with 

regional participation (he offered this on behalf of Sissi as well). Helen offered to locate Clallam 

Bay Corrections biosolids composting information to pass on to the committee.  

Long term funding issues were noted to be the focus of this report. Sam suggested getting a 

committee together to discuss regionalization issues.  It was noted that this is part of the 

purpose of JSWAB, but no meeting had occurred since the new Sequim Public Works Director 

had come on board.  Craig said he would work to organize one before the next SWAC. 

Meggan and Helen shared information on solid waste disposal districts in Washington, including 

the RCW36.58.100 and the number of them—five all together.  Whatcom County has one but it 

is tonnage based.  Bob Martin said it is better to spread the fees to everyone and use that 

money to fund the system.   Disposal fees would remain but cover disposal only, not all the 

other costs (landfill closure, haz waste, education/outreach, etc).  He said he would discuss 

legal funding issues of solid waste with the county pros. Attorney before next SWAC.  

Other items: 
Meggan shared the EPA/WSDA launch of national goals to reduce food waste 50% by 2030. 
 
 
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 19th at 3 pm.  Send agenda items to Meggan. 
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