
 

 

Clallam County Solid Waste Advisory Committee  
Minutes January 18, 2018  

 
Call to Order 
Commissioner Mark Ozias called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm. 
 
Present: 

Members: Mark Ozias, Clallam County Commissioner; Michael Merideth, City of Port 
Angeles; Steve Pendleton, Makah Tribe; Brian Tate, Waste Industry (Alternate); Megan 
Davis, WSU Extension (Alternate). 

 
Staff: Meggan Uecker, Clallam County; Ross Tyler, Clallam County; Jennifer Garcelon, 
Clallam County; Lindsey Aspelund, Clallam County; Tom McCabe, City of Port Angeles; 
Teresa Reed-Jennings, City of Port Angeles; Robert Knapp, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.  

 
Public: Susie Winters, Rick Rhoades 

 
Missing: City of Sequim Representative (TBD); Brent Gagnon, Waste Industry; Rod 
Fleck, City of Forks; Chris Giraldes, Waste Industry; Clea Rome, Agriculture Community; 

 
Minutes:  

No quorum established at beginning of meeting to approve minutes from Nov. 16, 2017  
 
Public Forum:  
 No notes  
 
SWAC membership appointments, applications and vacancies 

 Mark Ozias noted that the committee needs a new committee chair and vice chair.  
Committee chair’s duties are: 80% of time spent conducting meeting, 20% of time spend 
creating the meeting agenda and compiling minutes. New chair/vice chair need to be 
appointed and approved by Clallam County Board of Commissioners. 

 Vacant committee representative positions still include business community and citizen 
at-large position; Susie Winters has submitted an application and is waiting appointment. 

 Steve Pendleton from the Makah Tribe is interested in continuing to be a representative 
for the Tribal Councils; he has an alternate as well, Marjorie Sawyer.  

 
2018 Legislative Session & local ordinances updates 

 Meggan Uecker attended a meeting with Washington State Recycling Association to 
discuss solid waste legislation.  She will email out the list of current solid waste bills, 
which include a proposed litter tax fund, a bill for fair servicing/repair of electronics, a 
paint stewardship bill, e-cycle bill, and a bill for disposal of unwanted medicine.  

 The committee expressed interest in the paint stewardship bill and Meggan Uecker 
brought up Mendy Droke, who can assist in providing county-by-county options for a 
paint stewardship program. 

 Formerly known as Coordinated Prevention Grants (CPG) program is now called Local 
Solid Waste Financial Assistance; funds may be available soon.  
 

2017 Compost and Transfer Station Tonnage - City of Port Angeles 

 Tom McCabe will provide tables and charts detailing tonnage for the compost facility and 
Port Angeles Regional Transfer Station at the next SWAC Meeting in March.  



 

 

 Tom noted that in 2017 the Compost facility sold a record amount of material; WSDOT 
purchased a large amount for local projects, they were previously hauling in material 
from Cedar Grove.  

 For the Transfer Station, Tom said the tonnage was up 2.5% over 2016’s numbers and 
that 2017’s numbers matched 2008’s.  

 
Impact to Clallam recycling programs/China’s Green Sword 

 Local impacts still unknown at this time 

 Meggan Uecker participated in a discussion about China’s Green Sword at the WSRA 
meeting; also in attendance was Washington Department of Ecology and waste hauling 
companies 

 The takeaway message: recyclables that are listed for collection are the ones that have 
a value and to make sure recyclables are empty, clean and dry 

 Tom McCabe stressed the importance moving forward on being transparent with 
numbers regarding contamination and the amounts of recyclables that are ultimately 
disposed of 

 
Projects, Updates & Upcoming Events 

 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan will need to be updated in 2019 – 
discussions will continue regarding planning the update.  In-house work versus hiring a 
consultant for the update was discussed. 

 
Other items for discussion  

 Commissioner Ozias has been reviewing the SWAC bylaws and the reasons SWAC 
exists and had some questions for members: Has the group ever brought solid waste 
issues to the Commissioners?  Would the group welcome the Commissioners asking for 
help thinking through issues, priorities, ordinances? Does staff find value in the 
meetings?  

 Responses included:  
o Previous work of the SWAC has included the Comprehensive Solid Waste 

Management Plan revisions; writing letters to legislators; discussions about 
disposal districts, flow control  

o Appreciation for SWAC being a forum for education - Steve Pendleton mentioned 
how valuable the meetings have been for the Makah Tribe and their new transfer 
station facility.  

o Consensus of the group was that it would be good to have more presenters from 
other entities come to speak and learn about new solid waste technologies.   

 Rick Rhoades inquired about technologies like gasification, Tom McCabe responded 
that all technologies were studied in the past for the Port Angeles Landfill and the City 
went with the most feasible cost option (current flare system).  Tom McCabe brought up 
revisiting a flow-control ordinance for Clallam County.  

 Challenges facing SWAC include achieving a quorum – was difficult in 2017. 
 
Discussion of next meeting agenda 

 City of Port Angeles City Council will be hearing from a group that is proposing a plastic 
bag ban or tax at their first February meeting; SWAC is interested in learning more and 
Megan Davis will see if Mindy Gelder can speak at the next SWAC meeting in March     

 
Adjourned  
Meeting adjourned at 4:05pm.  


